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SYNOPSIS

BOOKS AND READERS, 1595

The objective of this thesis is not only to
illustrate the temperament, problems and life of the people
of England in the year 1595, but also to examine the
intellectual climate of the English Renaissance portrayed
through the publications of this period. The method employed
is an analysis of all the available extant works printed and
published in England or abroad in English during this year.
The literature covers a broad scope of interest, which the
thesis divides into five general categories. These divisions
include theology, arts, education, government and topical
publications. Where possible, the texts are allowed to
speak for themselves, exposing the general history of the
English Renaissance and the particular nature of English
life at this time.

The year was marked by great expectations and
accomplishments, as well as by disappointments, turmoil and
fear. France was at war with Spain, and the Spaniards also
threatened the peace and security of English life especially

since Spain's long time archenemy, Sir Francis Drake,



was still active but would die in January, 1596. It was
not surprising therefore that the publications of this
period reflect anti-Spanish and anti-Catholic attitudes,
manifesting the reality of the fear of the Spanish problem.
The Earl of Tyrone, Hugh O'Neill, instituted rebellion
against Queen Elizabeth in Ireland for which he was pardoned
upon his submission. Countrywide famine loomed large in
England and the religious works suggest that this judgement
of God is brought about by the sinfulness of the people.
The degeneration of the public behaviour is candidly
expressed by the Anglican, Stephen Gosson,l and others, but
the changing lifestyles are simply an expression of the new
consciousness, which examined, analyzed and improved upon
the norms and mores of the day, an action which is typical
of the Renaissance movement. Still, optimism was the
dominant feeling of the period as works such as William

Shakespeare's Venus and Adonis, Samuel Daniel's Civil Wars,

Edmund Spenser's Amoretti and Epithalamion, and Colin Clouts,

John Lyly's Euphues, and Michael Drayton's Endimion and

Phoebe demonstrated the blossoming of the literary art of the
English Renaissance. Sir Philip Sidney epitomized the rise

of the new intellectual climate with his The Defence of

Poesie, heralded as a classic of the English Renaissance and

1 32096,



the beginning of English literary criticism. Robert
Devereux, the Earl of Essex, was nearing the pinnacle of
his success as witnessed by the number of dedications he
received from writers seeking his patronage and protection.
Thus one sees that England was growing in the fame and
fortune, which was to be its later glory, and yet the world
as always had its problems.

In this study, an attempt will be made to reveal the
England of 1595 through the authors' own words rather than
to impose any modern or personal biases of interpretations.
This approach lets the writers of this period speak on the
issues, their hopes, and fears from the perspective that
they lived. Through induction then, the characteristic
background of the English Renaissance and of the life in
England during the year 1595 is illustrated and brought to

life by those who knew it.



INTRODUCTORY NOTES
This thesis is based upon all the publications
printed between January 1, 1595 and December 31, 1595 (n.s.)

which are listed in the Short-Title Catalogue1 and the

Short-Title Catalogue Revised2 in addition to the chrono-

logically arranged catalogue belonging to Harvard University
Library in Cambridge, Massachusetts., Additional entries
have been found in the works of A. F. Allison and D. M.

Rogers,3 David Ramage,4 Ww. W, Bishop,5 and Eustace

1 A. w. Pollard and G. R. Redgrave, eds., A Short-Title
Catalogue of Books Printed in England, Scotland & Ireland
and of English Books Printed Abroad 1475-1640 (London. The
Bibliographical Society, 1926; reprlnt 19637,

2

A. W. Pollard and G. R. Redgrave, eds., A Short-Title
Catalogue of Books Printed in England, Scotland & Ireland

and of English Books Prlnted Abroad, 1475 1640, Revised and
Enlarged eds. K, F. Pantzer with F S. Ferguson and W, A,
Jackson (2 ed.; London: The Bibliographical Soc1etg 1926,
1976), II. (Vol. I projected for publication by 19 6

. 3 A. F. allison and D. M, Rogers, eds., A Cataloque of
Catholic Books in English Printed Abroad or Secretly in
England, 1558-1640 (Bognor Regis: The Arundel Press ~31956).

4 David Ramage A Finding-List of English Books to
1640 in Libraries in the Brltlsh "Isles (Durham: Council of the
Durham College, 1958),

> W. W. Bishop, A Checklist of American Copies of
"Short-Title Catalogue” Books (Ann Arbor: University of
Michigan Press, 1950

4



Bosanquet.1 Miss Katharine F. Pantzer, editor of the
revised STC, volume two, has also provided helpful
suggestions.

In the interest of brevity, two reference books have

been abbreviated. The Short-Title Catalogue is consistently

shortened to STC and the revised second edition of A Short-

Title Catalogue is abbreviated to stc?. Another work, A

Transcript of the Register of the Company of Stationers of

London, 1554-1640, edited by Edward Arber in five volumes,

published in London, 1875-1894, has been abbreviated to

S. R., the Stationers' Register or Arber. Other abbreviations

are consistent with the usage in the Short-Title Catalogues.

I wish to thank Dr. George Merrill, former chairman
of the English Department of Lakehead University and faculty
advisor of this thesis, not only for his guidance in this
type of research but also for his rich knowledge of the
Elizabethan Renaissance in England. I am deeply indebted
also to Dr. G. Merrill's patient understanding, encouragement,

and effort in reading the compilation of this research.

1 Eustace Bosanquet, English Printed Almanacks and
Prognostications (London: The Bibliographical Society,
1917).




BOOKS AND READERS, 1595
INTRODUCTION
This thesis is modelled after the study done by Dr.
Corinne H. Rickert for her doctoral dissertation for the

University of Birmingham in 1954, entitled Books and Readers,

1598-1600, and after a later but similar study done by Dr.

George J. Merrill for his doctoral dissertation at the same

university. His Books and Readers, 1586 and 1587 was

completed in 1963. Dale Willoughby's Books and Readers,

1596, completed in 1971 at Lakehead University, also served
as a helpful model and source of information.

The books utilized in this study are the extant works
published in England or elsewhere in English during the year
1595. Many books published in 1595 are no longer extant, as

a survey of the works entered in the Stationers' Register

shows. A significant proportion is extant, however, to
enable the reader to gain a knowledge of the attitudes and
special problems of the year 1595,

Seventeen of the books originally listed as being
published in 1595 have been found to belong to other years,
and consequently have been removed from the list which forms

6



the material for the subject of this study. A cataloque

listing these special works follows Appendix B.
After adjustments 244 extant publicatiohs remain to

1 The works have been divided

be considered in this thesis.
into sections according to their content. The five general
divisions are religion and theology, the arts, education

and learning, government and the law, and topical publica-
tions. Each of these categories is subdivided further in
order to discuss particular types of publications in greater
detail apd in relation to other works with similar content.

Although the classification of books into groups can
become artificial and insensitive, the groups are necessary
for practical purposes because of the volume and diversity
of thought and writing. Some works may fit equally well
into two or more categories, but they are treated only once
in their arbitrarily assigned section. Cross references are
used where they seem helpful.

The first chapter deals with religious publica-
tions in several subdivisions, such as treatises and
devotional literature. Furthermore, treatises have distinct
sections discussed, such as doctrinal, exegetical and
homiletical treatises. Similarly, devotional literature:
is examined through Bibles, prayers, liturgies and medita-
tions. Because England was generally a Protestant nation
under Queen Elizabeth's rule, the fundamental tone of

religious writers carried a strong anti-Roman Catholic

1 Fifty additional works were unavailable for this

study.



sentiment., The English fear of a Spanish attack during
1595 took on a tone of religious zeal because of the
sympathetic identification and association with the
religious conflict and the national crisis. Therefore, an
element of these feelings is present in some form in the
one hundred publications of religious literature.

In the Arts publications, the areas of poetry,
prose, and drama are discussed. These works are viewed in
detail as a product of 1595 rather than as an isolated,

literary piece. Samuel Daniel's The Civil Wars,1 for

example, can be seen as an expression of England's intense
concern for its historical roots, the Englishmen's desire
for national unity, and the growth of patriotism. Table I
shows that poetry not only surpassed other types of Arts
publications in volume, but also any type of publication.
Forty-four of the eighty-three books of this chapter are
verse, while the other three sections compose the remaining
thirty-nine works.

The chapter on education and learning contains a
variety of books and thought. The seventy-one books assigned
to this category are subdivided into fifteen subject
sections. The subjects range from history, medicine and

philosophy to husbandry, navigation and sports. The con-

6244,



temporarj'issues of 1595 play a less significant role here
than in other chapters, glthough some publications result
directly from these daily problems.

The governmental proclamations and public documents
in the fourth chapter arise intrinsically from current
English political problems, and are frequently attempts\to
solve these issues by means of legislation. The two law
books in this classification of twenty-four publications
are general and concerned little with the peculiariti;s of
1595,

The topical publications of the fifth chapter
similarly depict the contemporary problems of England, both
nationally and internationally. The sixteen publications
included here deserve a separate status because they are
more particular and current than history. The topical
publications are treated as news by the Elizabethans.

Chapters six and seven discuss the topics of dedica-
tions and translations respectively. The former chapter
deéls with the practice of writing dedications and examines
the reasons and conditions that supported its acceptance.
The latter chapter analyses translation, looking at the
languages, quality, quantity and motives of translation.
Chapter six concludes with an index of dedicatees and chapter
seven has an index of translators.

In conclusion, an endeavour to examine the physical
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cqualities of the texts themselves is offered. The eighth
chapter explores the changing trends and methods of printing
and publishing in 1595, The topics of this chapter cover
printing types, format, collation, titlepages, imprints,
devices, dedicatory and reader epistles, errata lists,
indexes, tables, colophons and illustrations. The reader is
allowed to draw some definitive conclusions concerning the
printing and publishing industry in 1595 England from the
statistical data collected in these topical areas.

Table I, which follows, indicates the chapters and
subdivisions to which the books are assigned, the numbers
in each section, and the percentage of the total for

purposes of comparison:
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‘TABLE I

PROPORTION OF BOOKS BY SUBJECT MATTER, 1595

Number of Percentage
Content of Book Publications of Total
Religion and Theology 100 34.0
Treatises 30
Devotional Literature 24
Sermons 22
Theological Controversy 9
Church Organization
and Administration 8
Catechisms 7
Arts 83 28.2
Poetry 44
Prose 30
Drama 9
Education and Learning 71 24,2
Almanack 13
History 12
Language and Dictionaries 9
Martial Instruction 6
Home Reference 4
Medicine 4
Miscellaneous Education 4
Philosophy 4
Exploration and Travel 3
Music 3
Navigation 3
Natural Science 2
Sports 2
Arithmetic 1
Husbandry 1
Government and Law 24 8.2
Proclamations 14
Public Documents 8
Law Books 2
Topical Publications 16 5.4

Total 294 100.0



CHAPTER I

RELIGION AND THEOLOGY

Approximately one-third of all the extant works
published in 1595 are religious and theological publications.
One hundred works, representing 34% of the total publica-
tions, are undeniably in this category which has the largest
number and percentage of all sections. Considering the
exclusion of nine religious poems, which by their nature are
in the Arts section and are therefore not included in this
chapter, the figures show that works of a religious nature
dominated the publications of this year.

Under the rule of Queen Elizabeth I, England was
officially a Protestant country. Therefore, a great majority
of these books were written from a Protestant perspective.
Nevertheless, the Roman Catholic point of view does exist
in a few works, but these books that contained pro-Catholic
sentiments were either printed secretly in England or
openly in Europe. One should notice, however, that all of
the theological writers, no matter which side they chose to
represent, revered the Bible as the irrefutable authority
for guidance in all aspects of man's life.

12



Some of the religious publications express ideas
that are characteristically peculiar to the year 1595,
Rumours that Spain would go to war against England in the
spring spread during the winter of 1594-1595 and it was not
uncommon to hear a sermon or to read a treatise which
condemned the sins and iniquities of the people, urging the
citizenry at the same time to repent before the judgement
of God was upon them in the form of a Spaniard. Similarly,
famine struck England in 1595, unleashing its full fury a
year later, and most of the religious writers attributed
this problem not only to the wickedness of the nation, but
also to the corruption of the Catholics and Spaniards. The
theological writers also recommend repentance by the people
in general as the solution to their miseries. The frequent
mention of the peculiarities of 1595 in the religious books,
whether large or small, exhibits the influence of incidents

from 1595 upon the thoughts and the people.

The one hundred books in this section are subdivided

in order to facilitate a more detailed examination of them
in relation to other works of similar content. All the
catechisms, for example, are discussed in one section, and
all the sermons in another, while devotional literature is
treated in three separate groups: Bibles, meditations, and
prayers. The lines of division disappear at times when one

book may equally fit into two or more sections or chapters,

13
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but usually the work is handled intensively only in the
one section to which it has been assigned. On occasion,
where insight may be enhanced, such works are mentioned in
several sections and have been cross-referenced.

Table II, which follows, indicates the number and
percentage of publications placed in each section of this

chapter dealing with religion and theology:

TABLE II

DISTRIBUTION OF RELIGIOUS PUBLICATIONS BY TYPES

Percentage

Type of Publication Number of Total
Treatises 30 30

Doctrinal (17)

Homiletical (7)

Exegetical (6)
Devotional Literature 24 24

Meditations (10)

Bibles (8)

Prayers and Liturgies (6)
Sermons 22 22
Theological Controversy 9 o
Church Organization and Administration 8 8
Catechisms 7 7

Total 100 100
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TREATISES: DOCTRINAL

1766. Becon, Thomas., Salue for a sicke man. (R.)

3436. Bownd, Nicholas. The doctrine of the gabbath.

7299. Du Jon, Frangois, the Elder. De peccato primo Adami.

14047 = 21555.1. Iohannides, Christophorus, Danus. De

praedestinatione.

19662, Perkins, William. A golden chaine, or the description

of theologie. (R.)

19667. Perkins, William. A case of conscience. (R.)

19702 = 19702a.

19702a = 19702. Perkins, William. An exposition of the

Lords praver. (R.)

19703, Perkins, William. An exposition of the symbole or

creed of the apostles.

19711. Perkins, William. The fovndation of christian

religion. (R.)

19742, Perkins, William. A salve for a sicke man.

19754. Perkins, William. A treatise tending vnto a declara-

tion whether a man be in the estate of damnation or grace.

(R.)
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19754.3. Perkins, William. A treatise tending vnto a

declaration, etc. (R.)

19759 = 19760.5. Perkins, William. Two treatises. (A

direction for the gouernment of the tongue.) (R.)

19760, Perkins, William. Two treatises, etc. (R.)

19760.5 = 19759.

20083.7. Polanus, Amandus. The substance of christian

religion, soundly set forth in two bookes.

21555.,1 = 14047. Saint Andrews University, Theses.

22797. Smith, John, at Reading. The doctrine of praier in

generall.

24768.5. Virel, Matthieu. A learned and excellent treatise.

(R.)

The first section of religious publications to be
discussed is the doctrinal treatise, a grouping which has
seventeen publications. These works explain a point of faith
or doctrine, principally professing a Protestant doctrine;
however, it is not uncommon to see Biblical exegeses and
homiletic admonitions incorporated within the text of
doctrinal treatises. Some of the topics range from pre-

destination and salvation to sin and death, sometimes
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illustrated by topical references of anti-Roman Catholic
sentiments, plagues, and other aspects of English life in
1595,

William Perkins, the most published religious writer

in England during 1595, presents in his book, A golden chaine,

or a description of theologie,1 a chart of "the bodie of

holy scripture distinguished into sacred sciences." Perkins
suggests that the sciences are as follows:

l. One is principall. Theologie is a science
of liuing well & blessed foreuer,
2. a) Ethiques--a doctrine of liuing honestly
and ciuilly. -
b) Oeconomicks--a doctrine of gouerning a
familie well,
c) Politiques--a doctrine of right
administration of a common-weale.
d) Ecclesiasticall--a doctrine of well-
ordering the Church.
e) The Iewes common-weale--In as much as
it differeth from Church gouernment.
f) Prophecie--the doctrine of preaching
well.
g) Academie--the doctrine of gouerning
scholes well especially those of the
Prophets.

Perkins urges the people to read the Bible because it is
capable of extensive instruction as the chart indicates. He
elaborates upon the order and causes of salvation and damna-
tion, but he does not fail to use the element of fear, so

typical of Renaissance preaching, to stir the people to

1 j0662.

2 1pid., Sig. B;.
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repent for their sins, and to return to godly behaviour,

lest they have to suffer the dire judgements of God.
author warns them in this manner:

Hereupon is the punishment of those, that

The

are condemned called Hellfire, aworme, weeping,

and gnashing of teeth, vtter darkness, & c.
Reuel, 21, 8. But the fearfull and vn-
beleeuing, and the abominable, and murtherers,
and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolater,
and all lyars, shall haue their part in the
lake which burneth with fire and brimestone,
which is the second death. Matt. 13. 24,

And shall cast them into a furnace of fire,
there shall bee weeping and gnashing of teeth.
Esay. 66, 24.1

In the next publication, The fovndation of christian

religion,2 also by William Perkins, the author continues to

elaborate upon religion. However, unlike his more general

previous work, he becomes more particular, postulating six

principles of religion in the form of questions:

Q. What doest thou beleeue concerning
GOd?o . [ e

Q. What doest thou beleeue concerning man,
and concerning thine owne selfe?. . . .

Q. What meanes is there for thee to escape
this damnable estate?. . . .

Q. But how mayst thou bee made partaker of
Christ and his benefites?. . .

Q. What are the ordinarie or vsuall meanes
for the obtayning of faithz2. . . .

Q. What is the estate of all men after death?3

1 1bid., sig. B,.

2 19711.

3 1pid., sig. A3, A4, B;.
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In his answers, Perkins states that he wishes only to
instruct the simple to the true faith in the Bible. The
faith, says Perkins, comes through a humble heart and good
works. In order to receive the benefits of Christ's
salvation for man, Perkins declares that one must imitate
the ways of the Lord, preaching His Word and administering
the sacraments before one is pardoned for the guilt of Adam.
Frangois Du Jon takes Perkins' principle concerning
Adam's fall and makes it the subject of his treatise, De

peccato primo Adami;l Like Perkins, Du Jon uses the question

and answer format to illustrate his topic and perspective in
the Latin text. The questions he covers are

I Quibus testimoniis vel rationibus ex sacra
Scriptura petitis probari possit Adamum
necessario peccasse.

II Quae set caussa eius necessitatis: nudane
Dei praescienta, & voluntaria permissio,
an decretum essicax.

IIT OQuomodo haec necessitas conueniat cum
libero integri hominis arbitrio.

IIITI Quomodo liber erit Deus a peccato Adami,
si statuatur decretum eius causa lapsus.?2

Du Jon states quite frankly that he believes in predestina-
tion, for Adam's fall was decreed by God as a necessary stage
in man's freedom.

Adam's sin leads directly to William Perkins' work

1 92099,

2 1bid., Sig. B,.
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entitled Two treatises1 which deals with repentance and

the combat of the spirit against the flesh., 1In the epistie,
Perkins emphasizes the need for his doctrinal publication
in England in 1595:

Prosperitie abused hath beene the occasion

of many grievous sinnes against the first

and second table: specially of Atheisme,
neglect of Gods worship, contempt of the
word, profanatido of the Sabbath, abuse of the
Sacramets & c.

These & such like sinnes haue long called
down for iudgements from heauen vpon us:
and the rather, because the preaching of the
word hath litle prevailed to bring vs to any
amendment of life.

Whereupon God hath now begun to cause his
iudgements to seaze vpon vs, specially by
plague and pestilence: & that even in the
very principal part of this land: whereby he
himselfe doeth (as Iob saith) round us in the
eare, and preach repentance to vs.

The battle between flesh and spirit, which Perkins' text
illustrates,
Gal, 5. 17. For the flesh lusteth against the
spirit, and the spirit against the flesh; and
there are contrarie one to another, so that ye
can not doe the things yee would.
demonstrates why repentance is needed. Perkins discusses
repentance in great detail, covering what it is, its causes,

components and degrees, how it is achieved, who needs to

repent and the motives and time of repentance. He concludes

1 197590 = 19760.5 and 19760.

2 19760, Sig. Aj.

3 19759 = 19760.5, sig. Cg.
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his treatise with a statement on the contraries and cor-
ruption in the doctrine 6f repentance.

John Smith, a minister at Reading, chooses the
issue of prayer as the point of his doctrinal treatise, The

1

doctrine of praier in generall. In this work, Smith

elaborates upon the doctrine establishing general prayer
for all men, how it is proved by the word of the Apostles
and the reasons why the disciples approved general prayer.
He discusses the practice of prayer in churches and concludes
by answering any objections to his thesis. Smith summarizes
his case concisely:

Let euery man pray vnto the Lord, or intreat

the Lord not only for himself, but also for

all his brethren, as the Lord Jesus hath

taught vs to pray: where he hath not com-

manded to euery particular man a priuate

praier: but by one common and vniting praier,

he hath commanded vs to pray for all men.

The practice of publishing pirated editions of

writers' material was not uncommon in the book industry

during the English Renaissance of 1595. An exposition of the

Lords prgyer3 by William Perkins mentions the stealing in "An

aduertisement to the Reader:"

Good reader there was a booke of late
published in London vnder this title,

1 22797,

2 Ipid., Sig. Q.

3 39702a = 19702.



Perkins vpon the Lords praier. In it I
haue double iniurie. First it was printed
without my knowledge or consent. And
secondly the booke is faultie both in the
matter and manner of writing.l

After this comment, Perkins returns to his theme of prayer
dividing the Lord‘'s Prayer into three parts--a preface, the
prayer containing six petitions, and examples of faith.
The author provides explanations of the meanings of this
prayer, particularly applicable to late sixteenth century
man. At the end of his treatise, Perkins provides a song
composed from the Psalms as preparation for prayer:
I A Preface to preparation of praier.
Lord heare my praier, hearke the plaint that I
doe make to thee;
Lord in thy nature truth, and in thy iustice
answere nmee,
Regard O Lord for I complaine, and make my
sute to thee:
Let not my words returnpe in vaine, but
giue an eare to me.
Thus advocating prayer, William Perkins broadens
his scope of Anglican criticism and assertion in his

religious publication, An exposition of the symbole or creed

22

of the apostles.3 In this treatise, Perkins explains

principal points of Anglican doctrine concerning such

subjects as Faith, Creation, Providence, the Fall of Man,

! 1pia., sig. aj.

2 1bid., Sig. K;P.

3 19703,
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Predestination, Christ's Passion, the Trinity and the

Church. The section on the Church states that the true
Church is composed of the complete body of believers in
the world; however, Perkins' world does have exceptions:

As for the Assemblies of Anabaptists,
Libertines, Antinomies, Tritheits, Arrians,
Samosarenias, they are no churches of God,
but conspiracies of monstrous heretikes
iudicially condemned in the primitiue Church,
and againe by the malice_of Satan renewed
and revived in this age.

Not only do heretic Protestant religions receive his damna-
tion, but also entire nations are brought to bear his

condemnation:

Hence it followeth that men which want the
preaching of the Gospell, must either procure
the same vnto themselues, or if that cannot
be, because they liue in the middest of
idolatrous nations, as in Spaine and Italie,
it is requisite that they should ioyne them-
selues to those places where with libertie

of conscience they may inioy this happie
blessing.

Here again we see the anti-Roman Catholic sentiment of English
religious publications surfacing in Perkins' doctrinal
treatise.

The doctrine of the sSabbath by Nicholas Bownd takes

the text, "Exod., 20, 8. Remember the Sabbath day to keepe

it holie,"3 and outlines in the first book the institution

! 1pia., sig. 215.

2 Ipid., Sig. 2Hgb.

3 3436, sig. By.
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and necessary continuance of the Lord's day. In this book,
Bownd discusses some of the abuses of the Sabbath when he
suggests what Elizabethans should refrain from doing:

Superiors should not command people to

work this day.

‘Magistrates restraine people by lawe from

working.

Rest from recreations and of speaking &
hearing of worldly matters.

The second book comments on how the Sabbath ought to be
publicly and privately sanctified and kept holy--alone or with
others--which usually means reading the Bible and praying at

home while resting.

The translation of Matthieu Virel's A learned and

excellent treatise3 deals with the doctrine of salvation.

Virel presents his topic through a dialogue between
Theophilius and Mathew. The first book of the treatise
declares the fundamental points of Christian salvation
discussed through four headings: the knowledge of God, man,
Christ and faith. The second book provides the tenets of
man's salvation: good works and prayer. The last book
expounds the outward means by which God brings man to salva-

tion. Virel proposes four ideas. One is the ministry of

1 . .
Ibid., Sig. N3.

2 . .
Ibld. ’ Slg. Tl.

3 24768.5.



the Word, the second is the Sacraments, the third is
Baptism and the last is the doctrine of the Lord's Supper.
In discussing salvation, Virel believes he has stated the
principal grounds of Christian religion.

The next publications are entitled De praedestina-

tione,l and are written by Christophorus Johannides. 1In
this treatise the author discusses the causes of salvation
or damnation with respect to Predestination. Johannides, a
student at the academy "Andreapolitana Scotorum," explains
what Predestination means to him:

Praedestinatio, est (a) aeternum & (b)
immutabile Dei decretum, quo ante tempora
secularia in sese constituit, quid de (c)
vnoquoque hominum fieri vellet, Vel: Est
aeternum Dei propositum, (d) quo secundum
beneplacitum voluntatis suae, ante iacta
mundi fundamenta, hominum alios quidem
amori & (e) saluti, alios odio (f) & eritio
sempiterno destinando seipsum glorificare
constituit.?

William Perkins tries the dialectic approach to

salvation and predestination in his treatise called, A case

. 3 . .
of conscience,” in which he resolves how a man may know

whether he is a child of God or not. In a dialogue between

"Jehova" and David, Perkins points out who is the upright

25
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Ibld. ’ Slgo A20
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man and how one may know him. The righteous man is explained
by Perkins in this passage:

Ieho. He that walketh perfectly, [that is,
he which leadeth the course of his life
vprightly. ]

Dau. Who is the vpright man?

Ieho, He that worketh righteousnesse
[according to the commandements of the
second Table, [and speaketh the truth in
his heart as he thinketh, his heart and
tongue agreeing.]

Dau. By what notes may this vpright man be
knowne, and who is he?

Ieho. I. He that slandereth not with his
tongue. II, nor doth hurt to his neigh-
bour. III. nor receiveth a false report
against his neighbour. 1IV. In whose eies
a vile person, [an vngodly and vnrighteous
man;] is concerned, but he honoreth them
that feare God: V. He that hauing sworne
to his owne hindrance, changeth not.

VI. He that giueth not his monie to
vsurie, VIII. neither taketh reward of
the innocent.

Dau. Are these notes vnfallible?

Ieho. He that doth these things, shall neuer
be moued, [shall abide in Gods fauour
foreuer.j1

The righteous man is one of the elect, and

onely the elect, and all of them: not only
truly may be, but also are in that time which
God hath appointed them in this life, indeed
assured of their Election to eternall life in
Christ: and this is done not one way, but
many waies,?2

Perkins asserts the elect predestinate to the ends are also

predestinate to the means because of the certainty of their

! 1pid., sig. c3-c3P.

2 1bid., Sig. Dj.
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election, Through faith and repentance, the sins of the
elect are pardoned and salvation is guaranteed.

In A treatise tending vnto a declaration, whether a
1

man be in the estate of damnation or grace,™ William Perkins

elaborates in further Anglican detail on the subject of
salvation. He writes certain propositions declaring how far
a man may go in the profession of the Gospel and yet be a
wicked man or a reprobate, and how far the elect may go
beyond the reprobate. Perkins asserts:

The Assertion. A Reprobate may in trueth bee

made partaker of all that is -contained in the

Religion of the Church of Rome: and a Papist

by his Religion cannot goe beyond a Reprobate.*
Having established these points, the author takes his anti-
Roman Catholic sentiments one step further, drawing this
corollary from the assertion:

A Corollarie gathered out of the former

Assertion. 1l. A man being indued with no

more grace than that which he may obtaine by

the religion of the Church_of Rome, is still

in the state of damnation.3
Perkins urges salvation with the fear of damnation, outlining

after the conflicts between Satan and Christians how to apply

God's word to one's soul and consolations for sinners’'

troubled consciences., The last chapter emphasizes this

1 19754 ana 19754.3.

2 ... , |
Ibid., Sig. P4.

3

Ibid., Sig. Sg4.
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supposition:

A declaration of certaine spirituall
Desertions, seruing to terrifie all drowsie
Protestants, and to comfort them which
mourne for their sinnes.l

In conjunction with the theme of salvation is death.

Two doctrinal treatises deal with this subject. One is

Salue for a sicke man2 by Thomas Becon, and the other is A

salve for a sicke man3 by William Perkins. The latter

publication appears to be an outright case of plagiarism on

Perkins'

part. The advertisement on the titlepage of Becon's

work makes this appeal:

Compare

Wherein all faithfull Christians maie learne
both how to behaue themselues patientlie and
thankefullie in the time of sicknesse, and
also vertuouslie to dispose their temporall
goods, and finallie to pregare themselues
gladlie and godlie to die.

P

erkins' titlepage advertisement:

A treatise containing the nature, differences,

a
o
i

nd kindes of death:; as also the right manner
f dying well. And it may serue for spirituall
nstruction to

l. Mariners when they goe to sea.

2. Souldiers when they goe to battell.

3. Women when they trauell of child.?>

1

2

3

4

5

Ibid., Sig. Y3b.

1766,

19742,

1766, tp. of 1587 ed. (1766 unavailable).

19742, Sig. ;.
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The text illustrates the attitudes employed concerning this
topic by both men, "Ecclesiastes 7. 3. The day of death is
better then the day that one is borne."1 Perkins sets out
five points about death in his dedication. The author
suggests that God cast death on the righteous in order that
they might experience His power, and that they should feel
Hell and Death now and not later. Perkins believes the
Christian only sleeps in death like Lazarus, and that Death
is the vehicle to the freedom of the spirit and the resur-
rection of the body. He concludes that Death is a means of
a Christian man's perfection. In "An addition, of things
that came to my minde afterward," Perkins proposes how to
handle one's meeting with the Reaper:

If thy flesh tremble, and feare to enter into

an other life, and doubt of salvation; if

thou yeild to these things, thou hurtest thy

selfe: therefore close thine eyes as before,

& say with S, Stephen, Lord Iesus, into thy

hands I commend my spirit, and then certenly

Christ will come vnto thee with all his

Angels, and be the guider of thy way. Luther.?
Inexorable death reaffirms the Christian need for faith in
salvation, a point of doctrine widely accepted.

Like sermons, the printing and publishing of doctrinal

treatises was a common practice in 1595. The number of

seventeen extant publications, comparable to the twenty-two.

! 1pida., sig. Aj.

2 1bid., Sig. Gg.
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books of sermons, is evidence for this statement. Naturally,
the majority of the religious treatises have a Protestant
perspective with many having anti-Roman Catholic views.
Topical references to English life in 1595 illustrate through
examples the points of doctrine discussed, and furthermore
demonstrate the influence of religion on the Elizabethan
Englishmen, who related social conditions directly with

religious behaviour.

TREATISES: HOMILETICAL

4999, Chappell, Bartholomew. The garden of prudence.

5883, Covell, William. Polimanteia.

5884, Covell, William., Polimanteia. (R.)

12321, Greenham, Richard. A moste sweete and assured

comfort.

19689 = (19759 = 19760.5, pt. 2), Perkins, William. A

direction for the government of the tongve.

23379, Stubbes, Philip. The anatomie of abuses. (R.)

23650, Taffin, Jean. The amendment of life.

A homily is not unlike a doctrinal treatise and a
sermon except that its main purpose is to persuade the reader

or congregation, since many were read from pulpits, to not
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only behave in a more Christian fashion, but also to
abstain from vice and sinful life in general. Seven
religious publications from the year 1595 are placed in
the section of homiletical treatises. However, this has
been done with the knowledge that preaching expounding
doctrine and exegesis are shared within and without their
respective categories, as with homiletical treatises.

The first treatise under consideration is William

1

Covell's Polimanteia,” published in one edition and another

issue during 1595, The only difference between the two
copies is that one has the author's name in the dedication
as opposed to his initials which are in the other's dedica-
tion.2 Covell explains the kinds of lawful "divinations"
in a healthy commonwealth, and he goes on to list the
unlawful ones in this quote:

The chiefe kindes of Diuination vnlawfull,

1. By obseruation of the flying of foules.

Deut., 18. 10.

By observation of Dreames. Leu. 19,

By Sorcerie or lottes. Deut. 18.

Per Pythones, by inspiration of the

diuell, Leuit. 26.

. By false and counterfeit_apparitions of
the diuell., 1. Sam. 28.

2
3
4
5

Covell, in a letter to England's "three daughters," Cambridge,

1 5883 ana 5884.

2 5883, initials; 5884, name.

3 5883, sig. 03b.
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Oxford, and the Inns of Court, urges Englishmen to beware
of the Papists, who were apparently diligent to gain English

students and therefore, he says:

e « « you are talkt of euerywhere, and falslie
some goeth to intice your children, offering
them kingdomes to forsake you: (daughters)
spare not.

The author continues to say that not only are Papists anti-
Christian kidnappers, but also that Roman Catholics are

. » « desirous to dwell amongst you: that

whilst their countries loosing their Religion

haue lost their Peace, and lacking peace,

their Religion hath quite perished: England

hath beene a Garden of Oliue branches, fenced

with walles, against violence, shadowed with

a Cedar against heate, watered like Paradise

against barrenness, and perserued with true

Loyalty against rebellion.?2
This jealousy is heightened by Covell's "Loyalties Speech
to Englands Children," which concludes his book. In this
speech, he urges his fellowmen to a constant unity of
religion in order to defend God, Queen, country, and selves
from heretics professing a Papist persuasion.,

In the epistle of The garden of p;udence,3 Bar-

tholomew Chappell indicates the purpose of his homiletical
treatise., He states:

. . « with al diligence marke (most curteous

1 sss4, sig. R,D.

5883, Sig. 2Z4P.

4999,
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reader) the sweet and comfortable flowers
which thou shalt finde to adorne this little
Garden, and regarde not the slender workman-

ship of the wnskilfull Gardener, but weigh

in ballance of thy deep discretion the

singular vertues, and most diuine operations
both of the plants, hearbs and flowers inserted
in the same, for so maist thou eschue the vaine
vanities of this wicked world, so shalt thou
escape the miserable calamities of that fyerie
lake, the kingdome of Satan, and finallie,

most happily attaine the ioyfull felicitie of
most gladsome Paradise. . . .1

After this warning, Chappell continues to articulate some of

the particular calamities of a sinful life with topical

references to the England of 1595. 1In a poem called "Of

the Vanities of the World," Chappell suggests that some of

the judgements of God, the consequences of sin, have visited

England.

These references are illustrated in this passage:

The earth of late hath shakt herselfe,

as wearie of her sinfull burne:
Which is ourselues, with worldly pelfe,

but oh! thereby we are forlorne
Of late she swallowed in her gulfe,

twelue thousand out of London towne:
By sudden plague like rauening Wolfe,

yet are our hearts not once pluckt down.
Her wrath yet is not it appeasde,

our friends from vs she taketh still:
Our sinnes so much haue God displeasd,

that she reuenge doth vse, and will.
Her fruits also she doth detaine,

and hath done fourtie moneths and moe:
Yet few of vs in heart complaine,

nor for our sinnes are prickt wit woe.
The skies also with misty cloudes,

are ouercast and gush out teares:
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The stoutest hearts their faces hide,
both rich and poore are much dismaid:1

From this quote, it is evident that the year 1595 was not a
peaceful year. Chappell suggests that plague, famine,
continual rain and bad weather had imposed great hardships
upon the Elizabethans. According to Chappell these punish-
ments are caused by the sinfulness of the people. The
greatness of the sin calls out for amendment, and Chappell
proposes means to amendment in the essay, '"Sweet and
comfortable Flowers for soule and body," which concludes his
homiletic publication. Some of the means or "flowers"
include the following:

Auarice.

The chariote of Auarice is carried vppon foure

wheeles of vices, which are, Faint courage,

Inhumanitie, contempt of God, and forgetful-

nesse of death.?2

Drunkennesse,
The drunken man shall neuer be rich.S3

Malice.
By malice a man slayeth his owne soule.?4

Vertue.
Vertue is godlie inclination of the minde to
eschew euill, and imbrace godlinesse.>

1 1bia., sig. By-B;b.

2 Ibid., Sig. D,.

3 Ibid. ’ Sigo E3 °

4 1pia., sig. Eg.

> 1bid., Sig. F,.
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Witte.

Wit consisteth in the knowledge of things

good and euill.l
These few examples indicate how Bartholomew Chappell intends
to move the Englishmen to repentance of their sins and to
the amendment of their lives to Christianity, together with

his explanations of why such amendment is needful.

The anatomie Q__f_'abuses2 by Philip Stubbes is a

desgription of the vices and enormities that reign in the
wor%d of 1595, but it is especially a call to reform for
Engf@shmen. In the dedication, Stubbes speaks of the
purpose of his book, and outlines some contemporary vices
present in England:

« « « mMmost meetest to be dedicated to all good
Magistrates and men in authoritie, to reforme
vice and maintaine vertue: Vnto whom, in al
humble dutie I doe willinglie present the same.
And therefore, as the Lord God in mercy hath
giuen you his power and authority to reforme
vices and abuses, so I beseech him to giue
euery one of you a hungry desire to accomplish
the same: for as you know, reformation of
manners and amendment of life, was neuer more
needfull., For, was pride (the chiefest
argument of this booke) euer so ripe? Doe not
both men and women (for the most part) euerie
one in generall goe attired in Silkes, Velvets,
Damasks, Sattens, and what not els? which are
attire only for the Nobility and Gentrie, and
not for the other at any hand. Are not vnlaw-
full games, playes, Enterludes, and the like
euery where frequented? 1Is not whoredome,
couetousnesse, vsurie and the like daily

1 rpia.

¢ 23379,
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practized without all punishment of lawe?
Was there euer seene lesse obedience in
Youth of all sortes, both men-kinde and
women-kind towards their superiours, Parents,
Masters and gouernors?l

In the text itself, Stubbes elaborates upon these views,
speaking out in a dialogue against bear-baiting, cock-fighting,
and playing football on the Sabbath. He also condemns
drunkenness, plays and gluttony. Stubbes®' comments on

dancing are typical of his attitudes concerning these

“vices."

Spud. And wherefore would you haue men to
daunce by themselues, and women by them-
selues.

Philo. Because otherwise it prouoketh lust,
and stirreth vp concupiscence, and the
fire of lust once conceiued (by some
irruption or other) bursteth foorth into
open action of Whoredome and Fornica-
tion. . . . Yet not withstanding, in
England it is counted a Vertue, and an
ornament to man, yvea, and the only way to
attaine to promotion and aduancement, as
experience teacheth. . . .2

. . . And as in all feastes and Pastimes,
Dauncing is the last so it is the extreame of
all other vice. And againe, there were (saith
he) from farre countries, certaine men brought
into our partes of the worlde, who when they
saw men daunce, ran away, merueilously affraid
crying out, and thinking them to haue bin mad.3

Besides equating dancing with madness and the greatest of all

1 1pia., sig. asb.

2 Ipid., Sig. Ryb.

3 1pid., sig. R32.
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vices, Stubbes makes a critical social comment about a
courtier's preferment concerning his ability to dance.
Stubbes urges amendment of one's ways, lest England feel
God's heavy judgements even more severely than in the past.

The amendment of life, comprised in fower bookes!

written by John Taffin, minister at Amsterdam, was translated
from his French edition by an unknown translator. In the
first book, Taffin lists some follies of men such as thinking
there is no God, thinking more highly of man than God and
thinking one can live forever. The second book deals with
what man ought to amend. Taffin tells Dutchmen of 1595
that in order to avoid vice they must join the Church,
listen carefully to sermons, say prayers, participate in
Sacraments, and read the Bible. He itemizes some vices to
avoid, mimicking Stubbes' sentiments on dancing, while
expanding and passing judgements on certain things. For
example, he is in favour of chess and draughts, but against
dice and cards. The next quote depicts these comments:

Of Dances. Chap. 18

And hereto will we yet adde two kinds of

Pleasure or voluptuousnesse, Dancing and

playes. And we wil begin with dancing, as

with that which many times ministereth

occasion of whordome before spoken of. As
it is not meete to condemne al recreation

and pastime, so is it no reason to alow

23650,



dancing, in maner as it is now vsed among
Christians, to our great shame and confusion,
where men and women, yong men and maides, al
mixed together, doe dance with many gestures
of wantonnes, vanitie and slippery behauiour,
whether to the noyse of instruments or of
songs for the most part dishonest, and seeming
only as bellowes to kindle fornication & to
minister pleasure and delight. First such
dances haue alwaies been either effects, or
fruits or dependances of great wickednes, as
Idolatry, drunkennes and fornication: And
vsed among such as neuer were led, or restrained
by the feare of God.

The next passage is a judgement of Taffin on games:

Of games of Chance and Hazard, as Cards and Dice.
Chap. 19.

As concerning games in generall, we are to
resolue that there is none lawfull vnlesse it
both bring profite to man and tend to the glorie
of God. . . . Much more then of Idle deedes.
Every one confesseth that Idlenes is to be
condemned: but Idlenes cosisteth not only in
doing nothing but also in doing such works as
be Idle and vnprofitable. This once laide for
a foundation, we are to note that ther are
some pastimes which consist in the exercise of
the body, as shooting, either in long bow or
caluier & c. Fence, leaping and other such
like: Others in dexteritie of the mind, as
Chesse and Draughts. These games and pastimes,
and such like are, as things indifferent,
lawfull & tolerable among Christians, so long
as they be practised for this profit, namely to
recreate his mind weried with ordinary busines,
to the end afterward to return more cheerfully
to the same. . . . There are other games which
depend vpon Lots, chance, and hazard, as Dice
and Cardes, signified by the Latine word Alea,
as for such games, we say it_is meete for
Christians to forbeare then.

1 1mbig., sig. Q.

2 Ibid. ’ Sigo Rs—Rsbo
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Taffin continues in the third book to relate who it is who
ought to amend and he describes the duties of certain

legal, political, religious and social positions. The

basic premise of the last book is that the causes of
amendment are because God requires this, and it is necessary
for man's salvation.

The next publication is entitled A direction for the

government of the tongge.l In the epistle William Perkins
urges Englishmen to amend their tongues from vice. He also
mentions some of the contemporary abuses of speech existing:

Christian Reader, lamentable and fearefull is
the abuse of the tongue among all sortes &
degrees of men euerywhere. Hence daily arise
manifolde sinnes against God, and innumerable
scandals and grievances to our breethren. It
would make a mans heart to bleede, to heare

and consider howe Swearing, Blaspheming,

Cursed Speaking, Railing, Backebiting, Slaunder-
ing, Chiding, Quarrelling, Contending, Iesting,
Mocking, Flattering, Lying, Dissembling, Vaine
and Idle Talking overflow in all places, so

as men which feare God had better be any where,
then in the companie of most men. Well then,
art thou a man which hast little conscience of
thy speech and talke? repent seriously of this
sinne, and amend thy life, least for the
abusigg of thy tongue thou crie with Dives in
hell.

As in Perkins' regular style, he takes the reader step by
step through his examination, taking pains to speli every-

thing out, providing a better comprehension of the matter

1 19689 = (19759 = 19760.5, pt. 2).

2 1pid., Sig. Ej.
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which results in a more thorough understanding of the
material. At first Perkins introduces the general means
of ruling the tongue, discusses the matter of one's speech
and what is to be done before one speaks. Concerning the
manner of speech, Perkins suggests three things to keep in
mind:
In the manner of our speaking three

things are to be pondered: What must be

done before wee speake: what in speaking:

what after we haue spoken.l
He continues to elaborate:

Gods graces, which we are to shew forth in

our communication are these: Wisdome,

Truth, Reuerence, Modestie, Meekenesse,

Sobrietie in iudgement, Vrbanitie, Fidelitie,

Care of others good name. . . .2
He concludes his treatise with an explanation of what is to
be done after one has spoken., Perkins comments on silence
and ends with an exhortation to keep the tongue., For
Perkins, there appears to be too much idleness in talk in
his England, and he wants amendment of this problem before
God deems it too late.

The last religious work in this section is A most

sweete and assured comfort3 by Richard Greenham. The author

offers his readers the final resolution concerning amendment,

! 1bid., sig. Egb.

2 Ipid., Sig. Esa.

3 12321,



using the text Proverbs 18:14, "The Spirit of a man
susteineth his infirmitie: But a wounded Spirite who can
beare?"1 Greenham's solution is very simple--the best way
to avoid vice is never to meet it, thus eliminating the
need for amendment:

It is a chiefe point of worldly wisedome,

not to tarie for the vse of phisicke vntil
we be deadly sick: but to bee aquainted wyth
Gods mercifull preseruation to defend vs

from it, likewise it is a chiefe pollicie of
a godly Christian, not only to seek comfort
when the agonie is vpon him, but also to vse
all good helpes to meet with it before it
comes. And if we condemn them of folly, who
will not as well labor to keep themselues

out of debt; as to pay the debt when they owe
it: so it is a madnes to bee circumspect to
auoyd all occasions, which maye bring trouble
of mind vpon them; as wee would bee prouident
to enter euerie good waye which maye draw vs
out of this trouble, when wee haue once
entered into it.

These remedies preseruatiue; are first the
searching of our sinnes, & the examining of
our faith. The examining of our sins, is
either the due acknowledging of our sinnes,
or the true sense and feeling of our sinnes.
The acknowledging of our sinnes, is eyther of
those that bee past, whether wee haue
vnfeinedlye repented vs of them: or of those
which _bee present, whether wee be greued for
them, 2 '

Greenham does not fail to mention the sins as yet uncommit-
ted. He concludes his homiletic treatise with some sure

signs of election to them who are especially brought low.

1 1pia., sig. a;.

2 Ipia., sig. Cg-Cg.
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Homilies by nature, whether general or specific,
edifying or chastening, Roman Catholic or Protestant, always
appeal to the readers to reform, modify, or improve their
behaviour. In this respect, they are similar to sermons,
but their chances of being preached from a pulpit before a
congregation are reduced. Through references to con-
temporary conditions such as famine, plague, and customs,
or personal and national sinfulness, homilies became social
comments on how Elizabethans of 1595 saw themselves in

relation to the world and their religion.

TREATISES: BIBLICAL EXEGESIS

3665, Breton, Nicholas. Marie Magdalens loue.

19859. Phillips, George. Gods generall summons to his last

parliament.

19949, Piscator, Johann. Analysis logica euangelii

secundum Marcunm.

19954, Piscator, Johann. Analysis logica euangelii

secundum Iohannem. (R. )

23361. Strigelius, Victorinus. A third proceeding in the

harmonie of King Dauids harp.

24495. Udall, John. A commentarie vpon the lamentations of

Ieremy. (R.)
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Six different extant publications form the section
of Biblical exegesis or expoéition. Four treatises concern
themselves with passages in the New Testament and two with
the 0l1d Testament. The books of the Bible receiving
exegetical treatment are 2 Corinthians, John 2 and 20, and
2 Mark from the New Testament: the Psalms and Jeremiah are
utilized from the 0ld Testament.

Of the four exegetical publications based on the
New Testament, two are entirely in Latin. These works,

Analysis logica euangelii secundum Marcum,1 and Analysis

logica euangelii secundum Iohannem2 by Johann Piscator

discuss the Gospels of Saint Mark and Saint John respectively.
Piscator's exposition follows the sequential order of each
gospel commencing with the beginning and working through to
its end. Piscator's exegesis presents a definite Protestant
perspective. He indicates the contents of each chapter in
an abstract, and then follows with his exposition. He uses
a logical, almost Aquinas-like, presentation of his arguments,
drawing conclusions which are anti-Roman Catholic and anti-
Jesuit explanations.

George Phillips chooses the text of Saint Paul's

second epistle to the Corinthians, chapter 5, verse 10 as the

1 y9949,

2 19954,
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basis for exegesis in his book, Gods generall summons to

his last parliament.1

Wee must all appeare before the Iudgement
seate of Christ., That euery man may receiue
the thinges which are done in his body,
according to that_he hath done, whether it
be good or euill,?

Phillips expounds upon the text at length, and the following

passage captures the temper of his arguments and illustra-

tions:

e « o Sayd Salomon, there is a time for all
things, & c¢. As the vngodly haue had a time
to be like the rich man on earth, so they
shall haue a time to bee like the rich man

in hell. As they haue been like the bush

that was burning, so in time they shall be
like the Sunne shining. The Church is like
Iohn Baptist, and Iohn Baptist was like a
candle burning, and shining; consuming him-
selfe to giue light to other. But for so
much as there are some that loue not the
light, the Iudge must deale with thé according
to their darknes, making a separation betwixt
them, as the pillar of a clowde did betwixt
the Israelites and Egyptians in the wildernesse.3

The author teils of God's judgements according to men's
works, stressing the importance of a Christian life to the
promised eternal life.

The final New Testament exegesis is entitled Marie

Magdalens 1oue4 and was written by Nicholas Breton. The

1 398509,

2 1pid., Sig. A,.

3 1pid., sig. Cq.

4 3665.
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author discusses the twentieth chapter of John, verses 1-
18. In his exposition, Breton narrates how Mary went to
seek Christ at the tomb, and when she found Him gone, she
thought the disciples had taken Him. Breton then explains
how Mary sought them out and told them of His disappearance,
discovering thus indirectly of the Son's arising from Death.

Attached to this exegetical treatise is a poem called "A
\

Solemne Passion of the Soules Loue," in which the theme is

clarified in this quote:

For Lord by thee we are, in thee we liue,

And in thy loue the liuing cannot die,

And since thy death, did our liues wholy giue,
For thy loues sake shall we affection flie:
No my deare Lord, let life be death to me,

So I may die to liue in loue with thee.

A ioyfull life were such a death indeede,

From earthly pain to passe to heauenly pleasure,
A joyfull line for louing hearts to reade,

To leaue the flesh to take the spirits treasure:
Whose glorious sence vnto the sunne doth fall,
That all is nothing to that all in all.l

Breton is concerned for men's souls as demonstrated by his
exegesis of Christ's ascension and his poem about God's

salvation.

John Udall in A commentarie vpon the lamentations of

Ieremx2 speaks of the evils of church and commonwealth and

how misery has come upon them. He explains the miseries in

! 1pid., sig. Gg.
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general, the kingdom, and in particular, the church,
showing their causes, consequences and subsequent punish-
ments by God. Udall relates these miseries to those
suffered by the Jews in the Bible, whose purgation was for
-the end to overthrow the wicked and to deliver the godly to
heaven. Udall instructs the reader how to contain the
aggravating evil through the counsel of the Prophets. 1In
chapter five, he concludes by suggesting that England's
relief will come through a four-part process, This method
is by the confession of one's sins; by accepting deserved
punishments; by petitions of deliverance asking that mankind
should be freed from sin and the consequent judgements; and
finally, that man should be restored again to the Lord;s
glory in Heaven.

The final exegetical treatise is called A third

proceeding in the harmonie of king Dauids harp.1 The work

is a translation into English by Richard Robinson from the
original Latin of Dr. Victorinus Strigelius, a professor of
divinity at the University of Leipzig, Germany in 1562. 1In
this publication, Strigelius examines seventeen Psalms
beginning with the forty-fifth and ending with the sixty-
first. The author's exposition discusses the Psalms as

doctrine covering diverse topics such as prophecy, prayers

1 53361,
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in general, consolation, thanksgiving, fruth, slander,
victory, humiliation and exaltation. A more particular
example is supplied by Strigelius in his discussion of
Psalm 45, 1In this exegesis, he speaks about five special
points of marriage which he suggests as these: 1, mutual
love; 2. faith; 3. society in weale or woe; 4., procreation
of issue; and 5. defence from the husband to the wife.l
Robinson succinctly puts the intent of his translation into
his dedication to Queen Elizabeth where he states his
purpose as to preach God's gospel until "the conuersion, or
subuersion of all inward and outward enemies“2 to the supreme
head of the Churches of England and Ireland. The head of
course is Queen Elizabeth.

In general, the exegetical treatise publications do
not reflect strong anti-Roman Catholic sentiments, but there
is little doubt that the explanations closely follow
Protestant doctrines. These works are concerned more with

doctrine and exegesis rather than prejudice or topical

references to the contemporary England of 1595,

1 1bid., sig. B,.

2 1pid., Sig. A,.
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DEVOTIONAL LITERATURE: MEDITATIONS

152, Adrichomius, Christianus. A briefe description of

Hierusalem.

3167. Boaistuau, Pierre. Le theatre dv monde. (R.)
14057, 1I., S. Bromleion.

14595, Jewel, John, Bishop. Deffynniad ffydd eglwys loegr.

14627. Johann, Justus, Landsberger. An epistle in the

person of Christ to the faithfvll soule. (R.)

18326, N.,, C., Ovr ladie hath a newe sonne.

19468.5. Patriarchs. The testaments of the twelue patri-

arches. (R.)

19861.3. Phillips, George. The paines of a faithful pastor.

22971. Southwell, Robert. The triumphs ouer death.

25260. Werdmueller, Otto. Perl mewn adfyd neii, perl

yfprydawl.

The meditations subsection of the devotional
literature category has ten extant publications. These works
parallel the "“Prayers" section in purpose and in tone. Three
of these books are translations, with two being translated

into the Welsh language and one into English. The meditations
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distinctly present the Protestant viewpoint, with four works
being of a Romish nature. However, these publications do
not carry an excessive zeal in bias, for they never reach
what may be called continued and blatant anti-Roman Catholic

sentiments and statements.

The meditation, Ovr ladie hath a new sonne1 is by

an unknown author, whose only identity is in the initials

C. N. The author relates the story of a marriage in Cana of
Galilee. This is the wedding reception at which Mary
persuaded Christ to transform the water into wine. C. N,
gives a Roman Catholic glorification of the Virgin in the
narration of John 2. 1-11. Take, for example, the following
quote showing Christ talking to Mary:

Nowe that thou shouldest be a comfort vnto
others, thou hast experience what that

saying meaneth, a. thou shalt bring forth in
griefe: for the ease thou hadst when Christ
was borne, is with vsurie recompenced at thy
deliuerie of Iohn, whom with excessiue sorrowe
thou broughtest forth thy sonne. b A woman
when she is in trauaile hath sorow, because
her houre is come, but when she hath brought
foorth the childe, now she remembreth not the
anguish for ioy that a man is borne into the
world: But thou most blessed Virgin as thou
wert priuiledged in this aboue all other
women that thou wert deliuered of thy first
begotten without any paine: so now hast thou
this singular aboue any other woman, that at
thy second trauaile, thou feelest as great
panges after it as before it.2

1 318326.

2 Ipid., Sig. Fg-Fgb.
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The author speaks about his theme of Christ's transforma-
tion from man to God, not failing to mention much doctrine
in the text of the narration.

Thomas Tymme, minister, translates Christianus

Adrichomius' work A briefe description of Hierusalem1 which

describes and comments on those places inh and around
Jerusalem which were made famous by the Passion of Christ,
and by the acts of holy men. A map-illustrating the text is
also included. Tymme gives the reader an explanation of his
intentions in his dedication:

Many trauellers and Pilgrimes, haue at
sundry times both in Mappes and histories,
described the same. By the aduantage of whose
laboures therein, now of late one Christien
Adrichom, hath performed a most liuely
description, and in the Latine tongue enriched
with diuers antiguyties. The profit that might
come hereby to my countrimen of the wvulgar
sorte, both for the better wvnderstanding of the
story of the Bible, where Ierusalem and the
partes thereof are often times mentioned, and
also for the ready conceauing of Iosephus his
history, moued me to translate it into the
english tongue: And the book thus translated,
with the charts expressed in naturall coloures,
I haue presumed to dedicate vnto your honour.
And bicause the maister workeman in this new
prlat of ould decayed Ierusalem, hath left
behind him sum rubbish and reliques of the
Romish superstition, I haue in some measure
purged and swept the stretes and corners of the
same, with the broome of truth, and carrying
them out by the Scouregate haue layed them on
the Leystall of obliuion.?2

1 352,

2 1pid., Sig. T,-T,b,
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Pierre Boaistuau originally wrote Le theatre dv
monde1 in Latin before he translated it into French, and the
book was corrected by Claude de Sainliens. The basic theme
of the book centres on the miseries of humanity and is
expressed in this fashion:

Le theatre dv monde, ov il est faict vn ample
discours des miseres de 1'homme, ensemble de
plusieurs vices qui regnent pour le iourdhuy
en tous les estatz de la terre.

Besides discussing many of the vices and miseries of mankind,
Boaistuau offers good Christian counsel and direction based
on Christ's teachings in order to illustrate the excellence
and dignity of man. The following passage exemplifies the
author's manner:

Mais comment sommes nous si prompts & enclins
de perdre, & ruiner ceux, pour la conseruation
desquelz le Seigneur a voulu mourir? mais
comme sommes nous si prodigues de leur vie &
sang, veu que Iesus Christ a voulu respondre
le sien, pour les conseruer & garder? mais
que n' auons nous au moins autant de compassion
de nos freres, commes les bestes brutes ont
les vnes des autres’ lesquelles n'exercent
leur rage & cruaute les vnes contre les autres,
ou si de fortune elles combatent quelquefois,
c'est lorsqu'elles sont pressées de faim, ou
pour la defence de leur petitz.3

The next religious meditation is called Bromleion4

1 3167,

2 1pid., Sig. Ag.

3 Ibid., Sig. E,.

4 34057,
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by the unknown S. I. The author, in his epistle to the
reader, mentions England's deliverance from Mary Queen of
Scots' conspiracy thereby setting the attitude and per-
spective of the book quickly at the outset. The meditation
continues to argue for Protestant beliefs ranging over a
wide variety of topics. Some of the subjects treated
include the fear of God, the Creation, God's Providence,
Man's Creation after God's image, and Predestination. S. I.
calls these meditations '"comfortable exercises of Christian
religion,"” and in a chapter of prayers, the author makes
this promise:
Some only learne for knowledge sake,
but that is curiositie:
And some for praise, great paines do take,
but that is foolish vanitie.
Some learne for gaine, but lightly those,
do leaue the text, and vse the gloze.
But learning ioynd, with vertues lote,
doth leade to Christianitie:
The glory of God and people taught,
the way is to eternitie.
This meditation is concluded by three chapters which include
a pattern of sanctification, the benefits of adoption and a
remedy for sorrow.

Philip Howard translated into English the text of An

epistle in the person of Christ2 by Johann Justus from its

original Latin. Following the epistle to the reader, there

1 1bid., sig. z,P.

2 14627.



53

are several poems, or "caueats" to the reader in which the
book's purpose is poetically presented. The next quote is
one such example:

Another to the same effect. [caueat to the reader]

Who so inquiet calme of conscience cleare,
Haue vewde with sound aduise worlds wauering ioies,
And seene the snares, the cares, the sorry theare,
The hopes, the haps, the feares, the great annoyes:
Which daylie doe to worldlie mindes befall,
And fortune glad, and sad would daunt withall.

Let them draw nere this Pamphlet to peruse,

And they shall see the lawes of perfect 1loue:

How sinne to shun, and Godlie life to chuse,

Which done: If they the weedes of vice remoue,
And sow the seedes of vertue here in grace,
They may well hope in heauen to haue a place.

The main text of the epistle supports the ideas demonstrated
by the introductory poem. Christ speaks to the faithful
soul on how to avoid sin:

How wee must mortefie all wvnlawfull desires
and wicked inclinations.

Vouchsafe not to heare, much lesse to read any
newes, tydings, or pleasant Histories, which
serue not to procure a compunction in thy hart,
but to delight a curious minde, and afterward
doe leaue thy soule corrupted and infected with
sundry imaginations and vaine desires. Fly

any speciall familiaritie, lyking or conuersa-
tion with worldly men, that is to say, with
those that loue these earthly pleasures, yea
enter not into any league of familiaritie, good
will, and speciall conuersation with any such
men, whose words & deedes doe not edifie thee
in this vertuous course, but auoide his company,
and mortefie all sensual loue in thy selfe,

towardes any of my creatures. Haue such a

! 1bid., sig. As.



commandement ouer thy bellie, as that thou

allow it only necessarie thinges, and that

also not for the pleasing of thy taste, but

for the susteining of nature, and for my sake,

that by this meane thou mayest not decay, but

encrease in abillitie to serue mee.
J. Justus, in the person of Christ, suggests that art (i.e.
stories) is sinful, that news or worldliness breaks the
bliss or innocence of ignorance, and such behaviour as
reading can lead one to earthly, sensual delight. Con-
sequently, one is drawn from the spiritual and Christianity
into a neglect of God and into sinfulness. The over-
whelming domination of religion upon the Elizabethans' 1life

style clearly comes through in the meditations.

The triumphs ouer death2 by Robert Southwell, who

was a famous Jesuit poet, was originally a memorial to
Margarite Sackville, but it was generalized to become a
consolatory epistle for minds afflicted by the thoughts of
death. Southwell, however, still includes its personal
elements:

. . . the base shell of a mortall body was
vnfit for so pretious a Margarite, and the
Ieweller that came into this world to seeke
good pearles, and gaue not onely all he had,
but himselfe also to buie them, thought now
high time to bring her vnto his bargaine.

She stoode vpon to lowe a ground to take

view of her Sauiors most desired countenance.S3
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The metaphor breaks down into the traditional elegy on her
life and is presented in a poem:

Of Howards stemme a glorious branch is dead,
Sweet lights eclipsed were in her decease:
In Buckehurst line she gracious issue spread,
She heuen with two, with four did earth increase,
Fame, honour, grace, gaue aire vnto her breath,
Rest, glorie, ioyes were sequeles of her death.l

Because of the philosophical nature of this publication, it
is treated as a meditation on death rather than as a memorial.
The title supports this case. 1In addition, a quote in which
Southwell condemns mourning over death as folly, and suggests
joy instead because the departed soul has attained the
felicities of Heaven also adds weight and credibility to the
classification:

Seeing therefore that death spareth none, let
vs spare our teares for better vses, being

but an idle sacrifice to this deafe and
emplacable executioner, and for this not long
to be continued, where they can neuer profit,
nature did promise vs a weeping life, exacting
teares for custome as our first entrance. . . .
let vs at least reserue them, if sorrowe cannot
bee shunned, let it bee token in time of neede,
sith otherwise being both troublesome and
fruitlegse it is a double miserie or an open
follie.

The next religious meditation, Perl mewn adfyd neii,

perl yfprydaw1,3 is by Otto Werdmueller, and is translated

! 1pid., sig. Ej.

2 Ipid., Sig. Cj.
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by Hugh Lewis from English into Welsh. The translator
dedicates the work to Richard Vauchan, who is a Doctor of
Divinity and the archdeacon of Middlesex in England. The
rather lengthy title explains much about the book:

Perl mewn adfyd neii, perl yfprydawl,
gmyrthfawr af, yn dyscu i béb dyn garu, a
chosteidio y groes, meis peth hytryd
angenrheidiawl ir enaid pa gorffordd

syyw gael o honi, ple, ae yns ha fodd, y
dylid ceifiau didanueh, a ehrmorth yn hob
ad fydia thraehefn, pewedd, dyle bawb i
ymddwyn i hunain mewnblinder, yn of gair
duw, a eferifonnwyd yn gyntaf mewn Duitch
gann bregethur dyseeding Otho Werdmulerus,
ae a droed iv saesonaig gam D. Miles
Coverdal, ae yrawrhor yn hwyr ir Gamebraeg
gann. H. L.l |

Hugh Lewis also contributes two poems, one called "At yr
vnrhyu wr" and the second, "Ir darllenydd Christnogaidd rhad
a thangneddyf Ynghrest," as well as a hymn at the end called
"Cowyddir Iesv."2

The final publication of this section is called

Deffynniad ffydd eglwys 1oeg;r3 and is attributed to Bishop

John Jewel. This defence of the Church of England is trans-
lated from Latin into Welsh by Maurice Kyffin, who wrote the
dedication as well. Once again a brief synopsis of the book

is given on the titlepage:
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Deffynniad ffydd Eglwys Loegr: lley ceir
Gweld, a gwybod, dosparth Grefydd Crist, ag
anghywirdeb Crefydd Eglwys Rusain:
Angenrheiaiol i bawb ei ddealld, a madwsi
ddynion ei ddyscu, o ranarwain eu buchedd
yn y bydhwn, fal y caffont fywyd tragwyddoi
yn y byd a ddaw. Wedi ei gyfieuthu o Ladin,
yn Gymraeg, drwy waith M, Kyffin.l

The main thesis of Jewel's meditation revolwves around three

topics: Protestantism, Jesus Christ, and the Church of England.

DEVOTIONAL LITERATURE: BIBLES

2061.1. Bible, Latin. Testamenti veteris biblia sacra.

(R.)

2165. Bible, English, The bible, etc. [Geneva: Tomson.]

(R.)

2166. Bible, English. The bible, etc. [Geneva: Tomson.]

(R’)

2167. Bible, English. The holy bible. [Bps.] (R.)

2489, Bible, English, Psalms, Metrical Versions. i. Sternhold

and Hopkins. The whole booke of psalmes collected into English

meter by Thomas Sternhold, I. Hopkins and others. (R.)

2490. Bible, English, Psalms, Metrical Versions. 1i. Stern-

hold and Hopkins. The whole booke of psalmes. Collected,

! 1pid., sig. a;.



58

etc. (R.)

2893, Bible, New Testament, English. The new test. of our

sauiour Iesus Christ. [Bps. version.] (R.)

3012, Bible, Selections, English. Psalmes or prayers taken

out of holye scripture. (The queenes praiers or meditations.)

Of the eight publications of the Bible or portions
thereof during 1595, three are the complete editions of the
Bible and one is the complete New Testament. Although some
variations by individual translators exist, the Geneva Bible
of 1560 and L. Tomson's translation of Theodore Beza's New
Testament translation serve as the basis for most of the
English editions. One edition of the Bible is the Bishops'
version. These works utilize chapter and verse divisions
rather than the original Hebrew and Greek format, with the
exception of Sternhold and Hopkins' metrical version of the

Psalms, called The whole booke of psalmes.’ The epistle,

which is a treatise by Athanasius the Great concerning the
use and virtue of the Psalms, makes this comment on the
Psalms:

All holie Scripture is certainely the teacher

of all vertue and of the true fayth: but the
Book of the Psalmes doeth expresse after a

1 2489, 2490.



certayne maner the very state and condition
of the Soule. . . .1

The Psalms themselves are presented with a small explanation
preceding it, the first verse arranged with its appropriate
music to be sung and followed by the rest of the verses of
the Psalm., The following quote illustrates the explanatory
passage of the first Psalm:

Beatus vir. Psal. 1. T. S.

Whether it was Esoias, or any other that

gathered the Psalmes into a booke, it

seemeth he did set this Psalme first in

maner of a Preface, to exhort all godly men

to studie and meditate the heauenly wisedome,

for the effect hereof is, that they be

blessed that giue themselues wholy all their

life to Gods laws: and that the wicked

contenmers of God, though they seems for a

while fortunate, yet aE length shal come to

miserable destruction.
Sternhold and Hopkins included sanctioned pravyers to lay
"apart all vngodly songs and Balades which tend onely to the
nourishing of vice, and corrupting of youth."3

The Bible, or portions thereof, was the most popular
book of 1595; it has more extant editions than any other
work. It should be noted that sermons, doctrinal treatises,

exegetical and homiletical treatises, as well as other forms

of religious publications contained the text of the Bible

1 2489, sig. a,.
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along with the explanatory prose passages relating to them.
Therefore, the actual accessibility of the Bible was
increased well beyond the publications in this section.
Furthermore, all of the religious books are based
directly upon the Bible, In addition, many of the non-
religious books have a Biblical basis, whether directly or
indirectly. The Bible held the predominant place in the
lives of the Elizabethans in spite of the great classical
and humanist influences. The influence of the Bible on the
publications of 1595 cannot be underestimated. It was the
greatest singie influence on the book trade of 1595, and on

Renaissance thought in general.

DEVOTIONAL LITERATURE: PRAYERS AND LITURGIES

14062, I., S. A. Carminvm proverbialivm, loci commvnes

selecti. (R.)

14566.5. Jesus Christ, Psalter of Jesus. Certaine devovt

and godly petitions commonly called Iesvs Psalter, (R.)

16320. Liturgies, Church of England, Book of Common Prayver.

The boke of common praier and administration of the sacramentes,

and other rites and ceremonies in the Church of Englande.

(R.)

16320.3., Liturgies, Church of England, Book of Common Prayer.

The book of common praier, etc. (R.)
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16320.5. Liturgies, Church of England, Book of Common Prayer.

The book of common praier, etc. (R.)

17265. Manual. A manvall of praiers, newly gathered out of

many and diuers famous authors, etc.

Six religious publications of a devotional literature
category are classified in the Prayers and Liturgies section.
Three works overlap in the presentation of their material.

The Book of Common Prayer is Protestant in attitude, and the

Manual and Jesus Psalter display Roman Catholic leanings.

The last publication is an all Latin text giving selected

proverbial verses.

The author of Carminvm proverbialivm1 is only known

by the initials S, A. I. contained in the dedication. An
example illustrating the author's presentation is demonstrated
by this quote:

Christvs.

E templo gentes Christus percussit ementes.

Morbus, signa, cibus, blasphemia, dogma, fuére
Causae cur Dominum turba secuta fuit.

Prima domus Christi, fuit aluus virginis almae,

Altera praesepe, crux tertia, quarta sepulchrum:
Christus est via, veritas & vita.

Est Christus lignum vitae de virgine nascens;

Nos verbis, nos exemplis, nos nectare pascens.

Item.
Filius ipse Dei spes nostrae progeniei,
Auctor honestatis, fons perpetuae bonitatis.

14062,
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Item,

Qui moritur Christo, viuit: aqui viuus in illo est;

Non moritur non est mors vbi Christus adest.+

One of the Roman Catholic prayer books, Certaine

devovt and godly petitions, commonly called Iesvs Psalter-2

by John Heigham, has an anonymous publisher and no date

available.

This book has a total of fifteen petitions, which

comprise the Psalter, and the Golden Litany and a praer;

Each petition has a total of thirty repetitions of the name

"Jesu" along with ten repetitions of the actual petition.

The quote of the second petition illustrates the method and

content:

The
I

10.

second Petition.

Jesu, jesu, jesu. helpe me.

Jesu, jesu, jesu. helpe me.

Jesv helpe me to ouercome al temptations
to sinne and the malice of my ghostly
enemy., To spend my time in vertue and
labour acceptable to thee, to represse the
motions of my flesh in slouthe, gluttony,
and lechery, to haue my hart enamoured of
vertue, and the glorious presence of thee,
to haue good name and fame, Jesus to thy
honour, and to the comfort of me. Haue
mercy on all sinnes, Iesu I 