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Abstract

The thesis addresses the question: "What are
the factors influencing the level of ethnic culture
retention among Thunder Bay Finns?" The investigation
is focused on three characteristics: residency (urban
or rural), residential propinquity to other Finns,
and socio-economic status.

The survey instrument gathers additional respon-
dent characteristics to allow evaluation of the influence
of other factors. In measuring culture, a distinction
is made between knowledge and practise of Finnish
customs and culture and efforts to maintain a Finnish
identity. The latter allows a response to current
ethnic assimilation literature which suggests a resurging
interest in selective areas of ethnic heritage.

Preceeding the review of the literature, a
historical perspective is given to the present situation
by summarizing the history of the Finnish people, their
emigrétion to Canada, and the experiences of the immi-
grants in Canada and particularly Thunder Bay.

Among the young adults of Finnish descent who
formed the sample population, those who were raised
in an urban setting were likely to have a higher culture
retention level than those raised in a rural setting.
Not surprising, those raised in a neighbourhood predom-

(iv)



inantly Finnish also had a higher culture retention level
than those raised in a non-Finnish neighbourhood.
Socio-economic status proves interesting in that those
respondents from families having a low socio-economic
status retain more of their culture than those from
families having a high socio-economic status. However,
when the respondent's own present socio-economic status
is considered, those with a high socio-economic status
retain more Finnish culture than the low socio-economic
status respondents. It is arguable that upward mobility
among this group has not resulted in abandonment of

their ethnic heritage. An adjustment, where both success
in the dominant society and a continued identification
with one's ethnic heritage co-exist, appears to have
occurred. The bond of ethnic affinity displays consider-

able endurance.

(v)
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I. CHAPTER ONE - INTRODUCTION

A. Purpose of the Study

One important focus for ethnic studies may be not
so much the difference between ethnic groups, but the
variety within an ethnic group. To study the degree
of original culture retention within an immigrant ethnic
group is to understand the likelihood of that ethnic
group successfully surviving in a new society.

Close observation of the Finnish community in
Thunder Bay reveals a wide range in the degree of
adherence to Finnish culture within a relatively narrow
age group. Generally, this is the problem the thesis
will address: What is the level of culture retention
among Thunder Bay Finns and can certain demographic
characteristics be identified as being associated with
the number and kind of cultural traits preserved?

To place the thesis into a standard field of endeavor
in sociology would mean describing it as addressing the
problem of acculturation or assimilation. However, the
approach is different from most assimilation studies
(Collins, 1975:84). Rather than attempting to measure
how much of the dominant culture has been accepted by the
immigrant ethnic group, the amount of original culture

retained (in effect, the resistance given to total



assimilation}) is measured in order to make some comment
on the assimilation process among the Finnish ethnic

group in the Thunder Bay area.

B. The Hypothesis

The methodology involves a sample survey using a
self-administered questionnaire. The guestionnaire, in
attempting to measure the retention of culture and possible
demographic characteristics affecting the level of reten-
tion, focuses on the following hypothesis:

Finns who: 1) reside in rural areas; 2) have

a high residential propingquity to other Finns;

and 3) have a middle to low socio-economic

status will retain more of their Finnish culture

than those Finns who lack these characteristics.

Besides the three characteristics contained in the
hypothesis, information concerning other characteristics --
generation Canadian, sex, sibling order, parentage, and
command of the Finnish language -- also is collected.

This collection facilitates the controlling of these
variables when examining the hypothesis, as well as
offering alternative characteristics that may be of equal

or greater importance than the hypothesis characteristics

in influencing the retention of culture.

c. Scope of the Study

Measurement of the retention of culture is limited



to the 17 - 27 year old age group. Reasons for using
this narrow age group are several. First it allows

study of a population likely to have certain age-specific
traits. All have just completed or are completing many
years of compulsory education which have socialized

them into Canadian society. Most will be disengaging
themselves from their family of orientation or just
starting their family of procreation. So in a sense

they represent an age group whose cultural awareness

will predict the future health of the Finnish community.

The second aspect of the study's scope concerns
what is to be measured. The study is restricted to
non-material culture as defined by Milton Gordon. Culture
is, "prescribed ways of behaving or norms of conduct,
beliefs, values, and skills along with the behavioral
patterns and uniformities based on these categories--all
this we call 'non-material culture'..." (1964:32).

The questionnaire emphasizes common cultural traits
and customs. It does have one segment dealing with 'high'
culture and another one identifying Finnish wvalues. These
are intended to challenge the more culturally aware respon-
dent.

Having more to do with the scope of the entire
thesis than the scope of the methodological investigation

proper, a historical synopsis preceeds the usual steps in



sociological research. This provides necessary back-
ground information to better understand the present
situation and place in historical perspective the present

state of the Finnish community.

D. Limitations

As will be explained more fully in Chapter Four,
the sample is a nonprobability sample. Therefore, direct
comparative statements from the sample population to the
total population cannot be made. Because the purpose
of the research is to arrive at generalizations about
what characteristics tend to influence the retention of
cuiture, the use of selective sampling is quite adequate.
The balance and size of the eventual sample population
provides confidence that the tendencies found for it are

not extraneous to the rest of the population.

E. Organization of the Thesis

Following this chapter is Chapter Two entitled "A
Historical Perspective". This chapter includes a summary
of Finnish history and Finnish emigration to Canada and
the early history of North American Finns and Finns in
Thunder Bay. Especially for those unfamiliar with the
Finnish people and their history, the information contained

in this chapter should help the reader to better under-



stand the heritage of Thunder Bay residents of Finnish
descent.

Chapter Three, "Review of the Literature", discusses
ethnicity and theories of assimilation, beginning with
such theorists as Robert Park and moving to current views
on ethnicity in Canadian society by Wsevolod Isajiw and
John Porter. Existing literature on assimilation among
Finns, although not extensive, is also rewviewed.

Chapter Four, "Methodology", presents the hypothesis
in detail, explains the survey instrument, the sampling
procedure and the method of analysis. Appendix I which
contains the questionnaire and related information on
deployment, Appendix II which contains the Index Marking
Scheme, and Appendix III which contains the Coding System
are introduced in this Chapter.

Chapter Five, "Presentation and Analysis of the
Data", provides a profile of the sample population,
evaluates the index scores, then analyzes the hypothesis
characteristics. The influence of other factors on the
retention of culture is investigated, a brief discussion
of an elite group of respondents, and further general
observations on the level of culture retention are made.
Forty tables on the data are contained in the chapter.
Ancillary tables are in Appendix IV.

Chapter Six, "Conclusion", makes final remarks on



the hypothesis characteristics, compares culture retention
with identity maintenance as they are used in the ques-
tionnaire, summarizes the role of generation and language
on culture retention, and provides conclusions on the

nature and implications of the thesis.



ITI. CHAPTER TWO - A HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE

A. Introduction

e

s

It has been strongly argued by S. D. Clark that to
understand and study a present day sociological issue,
the sociologically significant historical events or
situations that have preceeded today's phenomena must
be considered. Only by understanding the past can the
progression to the present be understood. An examination
into the retention of ethnic culture among Thunder Bay
Finns today can only be justly treated and set in perspec-
tive by tracing back through time the experience of Finns
in Canada, the immigration process, the social milieu
from which they came, and ultimately the historical,
social and geopolitical events and situations that have
shaped the Finnish people, the Finnish culture.

The general thesis that major historical events
and geopolitical situations over time can have an impact,
can shape a people is fairly well accepted. Nathan
Glazer (1964) has shown how in coming to America, different
ethnic groups reacted to their adopted land according to
the national situation they left. He draws parallels
between the sense of nationhood brought by an immigrant

group and the extent to which assimilation takes place.



Glazer argues that Scandinavians came from states
that were not yet nations. The peasant classes that came
from these countries had more ties to a wvillage or a
religion than to a nation. "The Norwegians and the Swedes
came to think of themselves as Norwegians and Swedes only
when they banded together here to form communities of
their fellows, particularly in the rural areas where the
Scandinavians tended to settle." (1964:27). Germans
and Irish on the other hand came with a clear sense of
nationhood which facilitated rapid establishment of
enclaves. However, their greater tendency toward city
life, individual assertiveness, and for the Germans,
involvement in the world wars caused a faster and more
pervasive assimilation.

Therefore, it is the task of this-chapter to provide
a survey of Finnish history indicating the important
events which have shaped the people. It must also describe
the emigrants =-- the nation they left, why they left, who
they were, and when they did leave. On this side of the
Atlantic, the destination of the immigrants, the reception
they received, and the lives that they led are again
precursors to understanding the retention of Finnish
culture in Thunder Bay today. It is only after this has
been done that the review of the literature can delve into

the traditional areas of related studies and relevant



theory on the topic at hand.

B. A Summary History of Finland

The sense of a people shaped by their history and
surroundings is not unfamiliar to Finnish authors. Mikko
Juva writes:

"Due partly to the size of the country and their
own small numbers, the Finns have striven through-
out their history to live their own lives, avoid
assimilation with their neighbours and remain
aside from the quarrels of the rest of the world.
Right up to the present the forest has been a
formative influence in their lives.....The severity
of life in the north and the ever-present forest
have moulded the Finnish character. In the back-
woods a man must rely on himself, on his own
strength and his own inventiveness. The Finns
have not known the feeling of solidarity and
strength in numbers which are common to village
dwellers in the plains.....

The first thousand years of unwritten history of

the Finns in Finland determined their basic
character, which has remained constant to the
present day. The small-holdings, scattered villages,
the vast wilderness, and the natural freedom of the
men of the forest, have moulded a self-sufficient,
independent and yet a stubborn people. The extremes
of the Finnish climate -- a dark autumn, bright
winter snows, an explosive spring and a short summer
of almost continuous daylight -- have impressed upon
generations of Finns the strength and immutability
of the basic forces of nature. Hence the respect
felt by the Finnish community for their social
traditions." (1964:17,18)

Isolation is an undercurrent theme in most discussions
of the Finnish people beginning with the origin of the
people. As a people, the Finns are largely isolated both

racially and'linguistiéaily from their neighbours. "The



language of the Finns differs radically from nearly all
the other languages of the West. Although the Finns
embraced Western culture at a very early date (a culture
that evolved chiefly among peoples belonging to the Indo-
European linguistic family), the Finnish language belongs
to a completely different linguistic group known as the
Finno-Ugrian. Less than twenty million people speak

the languages in this group. Among them are three highly
civilized nations: the Estonians, the Finns, and the
Hungarians." (Jutikkala and Pirinen, 1974:7). The Finno-
Ugric languages are related to the languages spoken by

the Samoyeds tribes of northern Soviet Union, and together
are termed the Uralic language family (Jutikkala and
Pirinen, 1974:7).

The independence between language and racial origin
has been substantially established. The philogist's
estimation of the primordial Finno-Ugrian homeland, parent
language and parent race are now questioned but no firm
estimations have replaced them. Biologists using blood
groups view their analysis of anthropological characteristics
as more revealing because of the slower rate of change
compared to linguistic characteristics. For example,
Finnish and Hungarian may be related, but anthropologically
there is no evidence to show a relation between the Finn

and the Hungarian. On the other hand, Finns and Estonians
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can practically understand each other and are also
racially similar suggesting that the area south of the
Gulf of Finland accounts for the majority of the Finns'
racial home. Blood groups found in Finns and not among
any other European peoples have led to the suggestion
of an eastern composition for the Finns as well. The
long skull and tall stature associated with the 'Nordic'
racial type as well as fair hair and blue eyes however
is also evident sufficiently in the Finnish population
(not forgetting the influence of Swedish colonists in
western Finland) to question this assertion (Jutikkala
and Pirinen, 1974:7-8, Sjbblom, 1982:38).

Although the early origins of the Finns may remain
uncertain, the immediate departure area of the people
who became dominant in Finland is known. The Finns came
from the area known now as Estonia. These Baltic Finns
first made hunting and trapping expeditions to coastal
Finland but by the start of the Christian age became
permanent settlers in the south and south-west parts of
Finland. "The migrations from Estonia continued for
centuries, but by the end of the Roman Iron Age (400 A.D.),
an independent society consisting of those settlers began
to develop in Finland." (Jutikkala and Pirinen, 1974:9-10).
The Baltic Finns are believed to have mingled with the

aboriginal people —-- presumed to be the Lapps and possibly
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the H&means or Tavastians —-- dominating them because

of their advanced culture but not without absorbing some
of their customs. During the centuries of barbarian
invasions after the collapse of Rome, the ties between
Finland and the people to the south weakened while
westward contacts with Scandinavia increased. "Finland's
Iron Age culture now triumphantly shed its Baltic features
and definitely took on an independent character."
(Jutikkala and Pirinen, 1974:10).

The inhabitants of Finland may have begun to take
on their own character but they did not sufficiently
inhabit the country to develop anything more than a
minimum of political organization. The Suomalaiset, or
Finns proper, inhabited the southwest, the Tavastians
or Hi4m&l8iset inhabited the western lake district in
the interior, and the Karelians were in the east mainly
around Lake Lagoda. Between settlements were vast expanses
of wilderness (Jutikkala and Pirinen, 1974:16).

Finland's neighbours however were forming unified
states. By the eleventh century the Scandinavian peoples
had formed into three kingdoms.

Trade between economic entities in the east and west
was becoming brisk having been begun earlier by Swedish
Vikings traveling east through the Gulf of Finland on to

Lake Lagoda and then on to the Near East through the head-
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waters of the Dnieper River. Finland therefore became
exposed to international trade and as an unorganized,
sparsely inhabited middle territory with forests of wealth
became the subject of aggressiVe actions by foreign powers
(Jutikkala and Pirinen, 1974:12, 16-17).

In sweeping terms, Sweden lost control of the
Varangian centres it had established during the Viking
era to the rising slavic power of Novgorod, the Church
of Rome consolidated its power in northern Europe while
the Church of Byzantium converted the Russians, and finally
open hostility broke out in the greater Baltic area between
east and west. The Finns sought alliance with Sweden and
the west while the Karelians allied themselves with
Russia (Jutikkala and Pirinen, 1974:18, Juva, 1973:20).

The incorporation of Finland proper, nearest to
Sweden, and then Hgme into the Swedish political system
in the thirteenth century began another theme in Finnish
history that would last for six-hundred years. It involves
the rather unusual paradox of a smaller people being
included within the political system of a large power but
despite centuries of such a situation not being absorbed
fully into the culture of the dominant power. It is as
if the Finns accepted the political reality of being
dominated but maintained a sense of independence, a

garrison-mentality when it came to intrusions upon their
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culture. 1In some ways it can be counted as historical
accident that the dominant power did not place enough
emphasis on cultural integration and therefore it did

not take place. However, there are also instances of
resistance which suggest the possibility that the dominating
powers realized the political inexpediency of attempting
assimilation on a people dedicated to :their culture.

For the first half of Swedish rule, Finland fared
quite well. The Swedish kingdom like most medieval
kingdoms was a loose association of provinces, of which
Finland became an equal participant, meaning it could
participate in the election of the king in 1362. Swedes
did come to inhabit the unsettled areas of coastal
Finland with peaceful co-existence between Swede and Finn
being the norm. There was no confiscation of land. "The
Finns retained control of the land they cultivated,
provincial leaders were given a place in the rising
mobility, and from the end of the fourteenth century only
Finns were appointed to the Finnish see of Turku....

Only the higher military and political 1eaderéhip in the
main provincial centres was, not unnaturally, in the hands
of the Swedish nobility." (Juva, 1973:21).

Certainly Swedish was the public language and was

learned by those who sought to take part in public affairs.

Finnish was not greatly diminished. The nobility was
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mostly bilingual and, "Finnish was the local tongue
spoken by priests, judges and state officials." (Juva,
1973:21). The written language was first Latin and then
Swedish after the Reformation but this was of no real
concern to an illiterate populace : (Juva, 1973:22).

The Reformation was a positive influence on the
state of the Finnish language. A major thrust -of:the
Reformation was the provision of the Gospel in the language
of the people. Therefore, in 1548, the New Testament was
translated into Finnish and the entire Bible in 1642.
Besides this, a good deal of religious literature was
written in Finnish (Juva, 1973:22).

The reign of Swedish king Gustavus II Adolphus
(l1611-32) witnessed the transformation of Sweden into
a modern state. Mercantilism was the dominant economic
system and a centralized state was necessary to enforce
one's position in the world economy. Centralization and
a uniformization of the political apparatus caused a
greater penetration of Swedish into the lives of the
Finns. The nobility more and more spoke only Swedish.
Office holders required fluency in Swedish. Much of the
nobility moved closer to the center of power -- Stockholm --
while more and more functionaries in Finland were trans-
planted from Sweden. 'Swedishization!'! filtered more and

more into the society with townfolks, traddsmen:and minor :



_16_

officials becoming 'Swedish' (Juva, 1973:22-23, Jutikkala
and Pirinen, 1974:97-99). Rumblings about cultural
imperialism began to be aired.

As Sweden strove to become a great power in the
seventeenth century, the land and people of Finland were
caught up in the hostilities. Sweden's main adversary
to the east, as ever, was Russia. With Sweden claiming
western Finland as its sphere of influence and Russia
claiming eastern Finland as its sphere of influence,
battle on Finnish soil was inevitable. The hostilities
known as the Great Northern War (1700-1721) saw the
collapse of Sweden as a great power and the occupation
of Finland by Russia from 1713 to 1721, a period known
as the Great Wrath. Long before this, eastern border
raids had been common. The Great Wrath was the realization
of the dreaded, for the Russians had, "acquired the
reputation of persecutor, an attribute that was to
become deeply imprinted in the Finnish consciousness."
(Juva, 1973:23-24).

The collapse of Sweden as a great power. further
weakened the position of the Finnish language. It also
marred the Finnish attitude toward Sweden. During the
war, the nobility had fled to Sweden which was spared
contact with hostile forces. There they became accustomed

to speaking Swedish exclusively. After the Russians
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withdrew many did not return. More and more Swedish
officials came to replace them. Swedification of the
educated class continued rapidly. Increasingly Finnish
was relegated to only the comﬁon people. Tension based
on language barriers increased between the ruled and the
rulers. On top of this, Sweden's prestige was greatly
reduced and, " the sense of security that had been enjoyed
by the Finns during the period when Sweden was a Great
Power was replaced by the fear that the occupation might
be repeated and that Finland might eventually be annexed
by Russia." (Jutikkala and Pirinen, 1974:142-143). The
loyalty of the Finns could no longer be taken for granted.

Running parallel to the increased use of Swedish
was a growing rate of literacy among the Finns due to the
active policy of education carried on by the Church. As
more Finns learned to réad, the amount of Finnish literature
still remained largely in the religious domain while
government documents and papers which the populace came
increasingly in contact with were in Swedish (Juva, 1973;
22).

The eighteenth century continued as a century of both
cold and hot war between Sweden and Russia. Apprehension
in Finland as to the best course to follow continued to
grow. Russia was seen as the growing power which Finland

would have to deal with. Independence was seen as a possible
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way of reducing the likelihood of Finland being the
battleground between the two powers.

Independence at this time was more of a foreign
import than a national movement. When war broke out
between Sweden and Russia in 1741 Finland was again
occupied by Russia. Empress Elizabeth proposed an
independent Finland that would not be abused by being
the front line for Sweden. By 1743 when peace was
negotiated the notion of an independent Finland no longer
appealed to Russia and a cessation of territory which
brought the Russian border well into south central
Finland occurred' (Jutikkala and Pirinen, 1974:148-151).

Early into the nineteenth century the tide had
finally turned. In connection with the Napoleonic Wars,
Russia conquered Finland in 1809 and did not withdraw.
By the treaty of Hamina, Sweden ceded all its Finnish
provinces to Russia.

"However the ceded lands were not incorporated
into the Russian Empire as Russian provinces.
Tsar Alexander I knew that he had not heard the
last of Napoleon and it was important that a
defeated country as near to his capital as
Finland should be pacified. This was best done
by offering the Finns better conditions than
they had enjoyed under the Swedes. Finnish
loyalty was bought at the Diet held in Porvoo
(Borgad) in 1809. The country was declared an
autonomous Grand Duchy governed by Finns and
separate from the Russian government. The
Constitution and the entire legislation dating

from the Swedish period remained in force. No
conscripts were enrolled and taxes were frozen,
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which over the years meant their virtual
reduction." (Juva, 1973:26)

Revenue collected in Finland was used to serve
Finnish needs alone. Finland had its own civil service,
currency and militia. Having dual citizenship, many
Finns of rank entered the Russian civil and military
bureaucracy. For the first time most Finnish-speaking
people found themselves belonging to the same political
unit. The conditions were present to nurture a greater
sense of nationhood and cultural independence.

As the discussion enters a historical period when
social history gains more prominence it is useful to
pause and consider the social organization of Finland.
While under the Swedish realm the social structure of
Finland was based on the independent small farmer. The
first settlers who came across the Gulf of Finland were
free men and women. And so too were the generations of
Finns who established settlements further and further into
the wilderness. Whoever cleared the forest procured the
land for himself and his children. The farmer's freedom
was grounded by his, "inherited right to his own land,
the principle that taxation was dependent on the taxpayer's
agreement, and on the universal right to be allowed one's
say in local and provincial courts and, in the last analysis,

before the Diet." (Juva, 1973:27).
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The collection of taxes by nominees within the parish
and the administration of justice by judges chosen from
eminent local men encouraged local government and local
independence. "In the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries
the Diet became representative of the four estates, the
farmer taking his regular place beside members of the
nobility, the clergy and the burghers." (Juva, 1973:28).

Unlike feudal Europe the Finnish farmer was never
a serf. The seventeenth century did witness a threat to
the independence of the farmer and a decrease in local
decision-making due to the transformation of Sweden into
a more centralized and autocratic kingdom but in the next
century the clergy came to the aid of the farmer and
restored local autonomy (Juva, 1973:29-30).

The favourable position granted to the new Grand
Duchy of Finland continued as St. Petersburg acknowledged
the loyalty of the Finns to the Czar. "The Russians -- or
the Czar's appointed representatives of native birth --
took a tolerant view of such general expressions of
Finnish patriotism and even of the awakening Finnish
nationalist movement, which aspired to promote the Finnish
language and to create a Finnish-language culture."
(Jutikkala and Pirinen, 1974:197).

The political facet of the cultural awakening that

was occurring revolved mainly around the issue of Swedish
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being the language of the educated class. Literacy

was guite extensi&e among the Finnish people by this time
but it was of no use to them when government documents
continued to be written in Swedish. The language differ-
ence only sharpened the difference between the commoner
and the educated (Jutikkala and Pirinen, 1974:200).

The romantic ideology of nationalism afoot through-
out Europe came to Finland and especially the University
of Turku early in the nineteenth century. Through its
influence literary Finnish was advanced through the
publishing of a Finnish grammar and dictionary of Finnish
language. As well, a rising demand for Finnish as the
language of instruction in the schools occurred (Jutikkala
and Pirinen, 1974:201).

Johan Wilhelm Snellman, considered Finland's great-—
est statesman during the national autonomy period, saw
the issue to be the need to integrate language with
nationhood. "The future of Finland therefore depended
on Finnish becoming the language of government, public
life and education. To achieve this the educated class,
estranged from the people by their speech, had to learn
Finnish in order that .the language of the majority should
regain its rightful place." (Juva, 1973:31).

The means to overcome the obstacle of a Swedish-

speaking educated class unreceptive of such proposals for
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change were again political ones. In 1865, state-
subsidized elementary schools were allowed in munici-
palities and rural communes. The first Finnish language
secondary school had been established in 1858. Thus
Finnish was to become the language of the educated class
by expanding the educated class, by increasing the sociall
mobility of the Finnish-speaking lower classes (Jutikkala
and Pirinen, 1974:206, 216).

In 1858, Finnish became the language of self-govern-
ment in communes having a majority of Finnish speakers.
In 1863, Finnish was given equal status with Swedish in
public proceedings (Jutikkala and Pirinen, 1974:212).

Alexander II ratified the Diet Act in 1869 which
gave Finland a constitutional law which made clear the
power of sovereign and Diet and made more secure.the
position of the Grand Duchy. Convening regularly, the
Diet was now able to initiate legislation increasing
the sense of independence (Jutikkala and Pirinen, 1974:
214-215).

In conjunction with and adding impetus to these
political changes, several cultural landmarks were
achieved. Johan Ludvig Runeberg, to become known as
Finland's national poet, in the first half of the nine-
teenth century wrote the poetic cycle the "Tales of Ensign

St3l" (in Swedish). These patriotic poems that celebrated
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the heroism of the Finnish Army during the war of 1808-9
aroused a sense of patriotism. The opening poem "Maamme"
(Our Land) became the national anthem by 1848 (Chapman,
1973, Embassy of Finland, 1974:24).

During this time, the Finnish epic poem Kalevala
was being compiled by Elias LAnnrot from folk lyrics or
runes that had_been verbally handed down for centuries
and were best preserved in the Finnish-Karelian border-
lands. The short version was published in 1835 and the
definitive version in 1849. "The Kalevala had a profound
influence on Finnish cultural life.....The Kalevala
revealed that an original Finnish culture had existed
and had survived among the common people in spite of
their lack of formal education." (Embassy of Finland,
1974:24). The Kalevala at once gave Finland a sense of
history and a deeply rooted culture. The international
praise received for the Kalevala helped raise the stature
of the Finnish language and consequently Finnish
literature.

The first great author to write in Finnish, Aleksis
Kivi (1834-73) then appeared on the scene and wrote
realistically about rural life. His novel "Seitseman
Veljesta" (Seven Brothers) became a classic of Finnish
literature. His dramas gave birth to the Finnish

language theatre. The first Finnish language theatre
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was founded in 1872 in Helsinki and was to become the
Finnish National Theatre in 1902 (Jutikkala and Pirinen,
1974:205, Chapman, 1973).

The national romanticist painter Akseli Gallen-
Kallela painted towards the end and turn of the century,
his themes mostly taken from the Kalevala' (Chapman, 1973).

The composer Jean Sibelius (1865-1957) is the giant
in Finnish music and he too was largely inspired by the
Kalevala. "His symphonies and tone poems are. known the
world over. Sibelius' significance was particularly felt
in Finland during the breakthrough of the nationalistic
period between 1900 and 1920. Upon Finland gaining her
independence in 1917 -- Sibelius became a national hero."
(Embassy of Finland, 1974:26).

While the early cultural landmarks occurred in a
climate for the first time favourable to the awakening
of Finnish culture, the later cultural figures were at
the forefront expressing a growing nationalism that would
not be suppressed even though the political climate had
changed considerably.

As the twentieth century neared, Russia's attitude
toward Finland was changing radically. Bismarck was
causing unrest in Europe. Russia was responding by
solidifying its position”aS'a great‘power. Imperialism

and panslavism were working hand in hand in the Russian
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empire. Internal pressure on the Czar to change the
special position of Finland was too great to be
disregarded.

The February Manifesto of 1899 officially began the
policy of Russification that initially.stupified the Finns.
Nicholas Bobrikov, appointed governor-general the year
before, spearheaded the policy. Directly at issue was
the Finnish claim to constitutional government which was
to be replaced by i;perial legislation. The ineligibility
of Russian subjects to serve in the offices of the Grand
Duchy was to be removed. Russian was to become the
language of administration and éventually integrated into
the school curriculum. National tariffs and Finland's
independent monetary system were to be abolished. And
perhaps most immediately contentious, the Finnish army
was to be merged into the Russian Imperial Army. The
conscription law of 1901 was openly defied along with
other imperial decrees by both the people and the Diet
(Jutikkala and Pirinen, 1974:229—233).

A campaign of passive resistance was begun. The
Russians responded with dismissal of officials, exiling
of political leaders and coercive police control. In
June 1904 Governor-General Bobrikov was assassinated.

With Bobrikov out of thevway and the Russians

preoccupied and eventually humiliated in the Japanese War
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of 1904-05 pressure on Finland was relaxed slightly.

The Finns took the opportunity to reform their Parliament
in 1906 providing universal suffrage (Finnish women the
first in Europe to receive the vote), secret ballot, and
proportional representation.

"As a result the working class was brought into
the political arena and the Social-democrats
gained 40 per cent of the seats in the first
Parliament. The reform did not in the least
add to the Parliament's power, although it could
with better authority speak in the name of the
whole country. The form of government was
unaltered and this gave the Czar almost unlimited
power.

Once its hold on Russia had been restored, the
Russian government began to tighten its grip on
Finland. Once again Finnish passive resistance
was broken. Laws passed by Parliament did not
receive the Tzar's asset, and the Finnish Senate
was dismissed and replaced by Russians. Finnish
autonomy was in practice destroyed, but at the
cost of unrelenting hatred of the Russians."
(Juva, 1973:34).

Reforms in Russia as a result of revolutionary
activity in 1905 did not benefit the Finns. The Russian
upper classes gained a greater share of power in the
Russian government through the Duma and Imperial Council.
This group was by no means sympathetic to Finland but
only sought to improve the opportunity for its own ranks
by opening up Finland's bureaucratic positions more and
more to Russians. As World War One neared, Finland had
at least one accomplishment to be thankful for. Her

unending resistance to conscription into the Russian

army (in part manifested by the increasing emigration of
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young men) had convinced Russia that Finns would not be
loyal soldiers and Russia decided to substitute conscrip-
tion with financial levees for military expenditures
(Jutikkala and Pirinen, 1974:245-247).

It seemed nothing short of the collapse of Russia
could alter the fortunes of Finland and it is just that
that ushered a new life for the Finnish state. As the
Russian regime collapsed in the face of tremendous
losses in the war, successive revolutions occurred in
Russia. Finland was in a state of uncertainty as it
remained unclear who would finally take power in Russia.
By the time it was clear the Bolsheviks were claiming
control, Finland's own political sparring between social-
ists and the bourgeoise had reached a point where each
had its own private army -- the Red Guard for the former
and the Civil or White Guard for the latter. The Finnish
Parliament declared Finland an independent republic on
December 6, 1917. The new state received recognition
of its sovereignity from the Council of People's
Commissars in St. Petersburg on December 31, 1917
(Jutikkala and Pirinen, 1974:252-254).

With the Civil Guard established as the official
Finnish army by the Senate, a war of liberation to remove

Russian troops from Finland became a civil war with the



..28_

Red Guard and the revolutionary-spirited Russian troops
opposing the Whites. The Red government that was set up
never received wide support from the part of the country
it tenuously held control of. It was not so much a lack
of sympathy with the socialists but that they had sided
with the Russians at that momentous period in Finnish
history when independence was in their grasp. Under the
leadership of Gustaf Mannerheim, the White Army entered
victorious into Helsinki in May of 1918 (Jutikkala and
Pirinen, 1974:255-258).

The new nation was to experience considerable hard-
ships as it recovered from the war. The economy had to
be revived, a foreign policy amidst suspicious and more
powerful neighbours had to be charted, and the wounds of
the civil war had to be healed.l It took years for even
minimal progress to be made in the last respect. The

right continued to suspect the left parties, using its

l"It has been estimated that the number who fought on

the Red side during the civil war was around 100,000,
against 70,000 who fought on the White side. Some

6,794 men were killed in battle. More than 1,500 were
murdered during the 'Red terror' of the winter of 1917-
1918; 8,380 were executed in the aftermath of war, and
more than 9,000 died in the prison camps, into which

the Whites herded as many as 80,000 men during the summer
of 1918. The brutal trauma of these events was to affect
Finnish society deeply, and it exercised decisive influence
over the development of the newly independent state."
(Kirby, 1979:64).
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parliamentary majorities to pass repressive legislation
and condoning public expressionS'ofganger'against leftist
organizations.

For example, the labour movement in Finland was
slower in reaching standard labour union/employer under-
standings because of the Red and White ideology tinge
attached to the conflict between organized labour and
employers. The strike-breaking'organization, Vientirauha,
formed in 1920, was frequently used to settle strikes
(Kirby, 1979:74-75).

With the unfavourable record of Soviet activities
in East Karelia and the sense of war nearing, greater
agreement among the non-extreme parties did provide
Finland with a greater sense of majority consensus. The
Winter War of 1939-1940 saw Finland defending its indepen-
dence against the Russians and precariously opting from
policy to policy to ensure its own survival amidst a
world at war.

After the war, hardships were again many. War
reparations had to be paid. Refugees fleeing the ceded
Karelian land had to be re-settled. Lapland, burned by
the retreating Germans, had to be rebuilt. Reparations-
in-kind to Russia caused Finland's resources to be exported,
leaving little for the people. Russia insisted on the

repeal of Finland's anti~Communist laws, the leasing of
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Porkkala as a naval base, and later under a Treaty of
Friendship, Co-operation, and Mutual Assistance, a Finnish
foreign policy that in no way discriminated against the
Soviet Union -- all of which led to the Finnish refusal
of postwar . assistance under the United States Marshall
Plan (Jutikkala and Pirinen, 1974:284-286).

The unstable conditions in Finland after the war
was a major factor in the second major wave of emigration
to Canada from Finland. The first wave had occurred
from around the turn of the century up to the Great
Depression with World War I causing a brief interruption.
It is to the topic of emigratibn, its causes and partic-

ipants that the discussion now turns.

C. Finnish Emigration to Canada

The economic situation is often considered the main
push-pull factor in emigration. The economic situation
in Finland prior and during emigration to Canada not
only helps explain why people emigrated but also who
emigrated and what skills and values they had.

Between 1900 and 1913, 20,583 Finnish immigrants
came to Canada. Immigration dropped during the war then
reached its highest proportibn as 37,274 immigrants arrived
between 1920 and 1930. Immigration from Finland would not

reach such high numbers again until the 1950's when
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16,890 immigrants came to Canada between 1950 and 1960
(see Table 1).

From 1870 onward, there was an increased demand for
timber and timber products on the world markets.
Agriculture in Finland at this time is described as being
at a dead end. With the rising demand. for timber came
the necessary capital to allow modern methods of culti-
vation to be introduced. The dominant land-based
economic activity changed from cereal produdtion to live-
stock raising, dairying, and forestry. By far the most
dominant of these new activities was forestry. At first,
lumber production was dominant, but by the First World
War pulp and paper production was increasing. By the
1930's it was the leading export industry (Kirby, 1979:
3-4).

The rise of the forest industry gradually reduced
the direct importance of agriculture for most people.

In 1900, 87.5% of the population was rural (Kirby,
1979:3). The transition to urban continued gradually.
"In 1920, the proportion of Finns who lived in a town
was one in six; in 1940, it was one in four." (Kirby,
1979:77). Reforms in 1918 actually enabled tenants to
purchase land they formerly rented. By 1930, about 90%
of all rented land had been purchased. The plot sizes,

however, were small so that farmers could produce just



Table 1

Immigration to Canada of People of Finnish Origin or Birth, 1900-77%

Year Number Year Number Year Number
1900-01 682 1926 4,8113 1952 2,308
1901-02 1,292 1927 5,167 1953 1,252
1902-03 1,734 1928 3,758 1954 717
1903-04 845 1929 4,712 1955 652
1904-05 1,323 1930 2,811 1956 1,128
1905-06 1,103 1931 136 1957 2,884
1906-07 1,049 1932 62 1958 1,296
1907-08 1,212, 1933 67 1959 944
1908 453 1934 79 1960 1,047
1909 1,348 1935 64 1961 381
1910 2,262 1936 61 1962 385
1911 1,637 1937 94 1963 325
1912 2,135 1938 81 1964 476
1913 3,508 1939 82 1965 656
1914 637 1940 32. 1966 696,
1915 91 1941 20 1967 942
1916 276 1942 21 1968 819
1917 129 1943 18 1969 772
1918 15 1944 8 1970 694
1919 25. 1945 26 1971 452
1920 1,198 1946 56 1972 311
1921 460 1947 81 1973 365
1922 654 1948 227 1974 362
1923 6,019 1949 267 1975 308
1924 6,123 1950 504 1976 266
1925 1,561 1951 4,158 1977 187

\lFigures prior to 1918 are not statistically accurate as many of the Finnish
immigrants were classified as either Swedish or Russian.

2Statistics for the period 1900-08 are from one March 31 to the next. Since
1908 the figures apply for the calendar year; thus, the figures for the year
1907-08 and the first three months of 1908 overlap. '

3Figures prior to 1926 do not include immigrants from the United States.

4The figures after 1966 refer to Finnish immigrants by country of birth
rather than by origin.

Source: Government of Canada, Statistics Canada, Canada Year Books (1939-68);
Government of Canada, Employment and Immigration Canada, Immigration
Statistics 1969-1977; and written information provided by Employment and
Immigration Canada. k

as quoted in Saarinen. "Geographical Perspectives on Finnish Canadian
Immigration and Settlement", Polyphony III
(Fall 1981), 17.
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enough for themselves and then relied on additional work
in the forest industry as cutters or floaters (Kirby,
1979:75-76) .

With rapid population growth and increased work
opportunities, a population of workers with no attachment
to the land began to appear. Speaking about the major
cause of economic changes during the period -- the lumber
and sawmill industry -- Orta says,

"It created a quite new and rootless labour force
for whom employment, especially during economic
slumps, was highly precarious and which thus
constituted a very likely potential emigration
population. It should be noted, furthermore,
that coupled with the increase in the number of
workers within the new industry, numerous new
accessory jobs in lumber cutting, floating and
transportation were created ... (T)he new rail-
road construction of the 1880's that initially
created employment ... later released a large
working force upon the completion of the roads."

(Orta, 1975:23)

Another field of economic expansion, though on a
much smaller scale, was mining. During the First World
War, mining greatly expanded due to orders from Russia.
When the war ended, Finland was left with a large number
of unemployed miners (Kirby, 1979:38).

The picture we have of Finland, then, is a nation
experiencing rapid economic change. For some, agriculture
and forestry are becoming twin occupations. Those less

fortunate in regards to owning land or maintaining some

agricultural activity, are forming a migrant labour
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force gaining experience as bushworkers, transportation
construction workers, or miners. Because of the rapid
change even these workers are not far removed from an
agricultural 1lifestyle.

Table 2 shows the occupational categories for Finnish
immigrants to Canada for selected years. From the table
we see that farmers and farm labourers in 1911 accounted
for one-fifth of the immigrants. In 1920, this figure
rose to one-half. A decade later the figure was still at
40%. General labourers in 1911 accounted for close to
half of the immigrant population. Thereafter, it held
around the 10% to 15% mark. Other occupational groups
of importance were miners in 1911 with 6.7% and female
servants, especially in 1911 and 1930, comprising a
good portion of the immigrant population. Mechanics,
clerks and traders were consistently low.,

Statistics compiled by Finnish authorities on
emigrants are more detailed in regards to the relation-
ship to the 'land. Being a traditional agricultural
society, the occupational categorization of emigrants
by Finnish officials provided several categories in
contrast to Canada's two categories of Farmer/Farm Labourer
and General Labourer. For the years 1893 to 1914, the
occupations of emigrants were as found in Table 3.

Kero notes that,
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Table 3

The Occupational-Social Composition of Emigration,

1893 - 1914

Farmers 13,433 5.3%
Farmers' children 61,422 24.3%
Crofters 6,857 2.7%
Crofters' children 24,634 9.7%
Cottagers 67,915 26.8%
Workers 49,536 19.6%
Others 29,219 11.5%
Total 253,016 100.0%
Source: Kero. Migration from Finland to North

America in the Years Between the United
States Civil War and the First World

War. Turku, Finland: Institute for

Migration, 1974, 82, Table 9.
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"If farmers and farmers' children were combined
they form the largest emigrant group: 29.6%
of all emigrants. The bulk of emigration coming
from independent farms came from the younger
group, that of farmers' children. Since another
12.4% of the emigrants were either crofters or
their children -- in other words, people who made
their living from agriculture in a legally
dependent station -- a total of 42% of Finnish
emigrants were from various kinds of farms."
(1974:83-84).

The two Finnish occupational categories which
correspond to the Canadian category of general labourer
are 'cottagers' and 'workers'.

"Different kinds of cottagers made up 26.8% of
Finnish emigration. This group was evidently
guite motley in its occupational composition.

The major portion, it seems, made its living
from the opportunities for work offered either

by farming or forestry ... Somewhat the same
types of people belonged to the group 'workers'
as to the 'cottagers'. This group, which
formed 19.6% of Finnish emigration, included hired
hands, maids, factory workers, and in some
politically 'awakened' localities, cottagers who
had begun to use the title 'worker'." (Kero,
1974:84).

These two categories combined accounted for 46.4%
of emigration, a figure comparable to the Canadian
figure for 1911 although the Finnish figure includes
female servants while this is a separate category in the
Canadian case.

From the Finnish statistics, then, the farming
occupation category and general labourer category are

roughly equal. As far as real skills, it can be argued

there is considerable overlap between the two categories.



- 38 -

Many of the general labourers had agricultural experience
and, considering the nature of farming in. Finland, many

of the farmers and farmers' children likely had experience
in forest occupations.

The preceding figures of who was emigrating give
suggestions as to why they were emigrating. That the
reasons were mainly economic is correct but also a very
general comment. A number of factors were at work most
of which stem from the same economic root.

Although later than other European countries, Finland
was then going through the transformation from an agricul-
tural society to an industrial society. Emigration was
a transitional phenomenon in this transformation. A
rapid increase in population was a major cause of
emigration. Reduced war and famine, better health care
and agricultural techniques all worked to bring on the
population increase throughout Europe (Kero, 1974:56).

The social composition was also changing. A land-
less rural proletariat was appearing. With existing
farms in Finland left only to one heir, the other children
added numbers to the new proletariat (Kero, 1974:56).

The new proletariat in Finland found work in the expanding
forest industry and the first major transportation
construction projects. Wages were good drawing even more

away from agricultural labour and providing improved
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standards of living and offering new horizons to the
lower class (Orta, 1975).

The proletariat's new found success was not all-
encompassing. There was considerable social pressure
against the proletariat by the traditionally privileged
classes. Social pressure was felt by the, " 'inadequate
appreciation of the human value of common labourers in
the home country'." (Orta, 1975:34). New-found economic
success was not accompanied by social or political
influence in a society based on estates. Periodic
economic down turns or completion of construction projects
forced this new class of common labourers to be quite
migratory moving from city to city, to neighbouring
country and finally pursuing work and acceptance in North
America (Orta, 1975:34-35).

"All these factors —-- the increased material well-
being, the backwardness of the society-based-on-estates
in the industrialization process, and the imbalance in
the social exchange of the proletariat =-- caused 'readiness
to emigrate' which is the major precondition for emigration."
(Orta, 1975:35).

It has been argued that in certain regions of Finland
emigration developed into a mass movement while in other
areas internal migration was the answer to similar

pressures. An expanding and changing economy and growing
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population necessitated a shift in population introducing
a previously unknown social mobility among Finns. For
some regions of Finland the shift was to the cities

and industrial centres. For those in the region of
Ostrobothnia the dominant release valve was North America
(see Figure 1l). As a coastal region it has been argued
Ostrobothnians were pre-disposed to consider overseas
migration. They were more in contact with the earlier
emigrating Swedes. The concept was less foreign to

them. The particular economic climate in Ostrobothnia --
the forest depreciated by tar distilling so that the

area did not enjoy the same surge in the lumber industry
and an accompanying faster population inérease than other
parts of Finland -- is considered another factor. What-
ever the initial reasons for the first few Osthrobothnians
to emigrate to North America, letters back from North
America, promises of assistance, and less anxiety knowing
former neighbours would be there helped Ostrobothnian
emigration develop into a group movement (Kero, 1974:
56-64).

Sillanpga has observed that the mass movement aspect
of Finnish emigration to North America, "would account for
the strong community feeling among Finnish immigrant
organizations in Canada where many of the members shared

a common local origin in the homeland." (1976:44).
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Figure 1

Thg Stength of Emigration from Finland,
- by commune, 1870 — 1914

1870-1914
- 10.0 - %on
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1.0 - 2.9 %
.

Source: Kero. Migration from Finland to North. America

" in . the Years between the United States
Civil War and the First World War.
Turku, Finland: Institute for Migration
1974, 51, Map 3.
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Moreover group movement also meant family movement.
While Finnish immigration to Canada was like other ethnic
groups in that it was male-dominated, relative to other
immigrant groups a larger proportion of Finnish families
emigrated thereby showing the well-established nature of
emigration in certain regions of Finland and further
explaining the strong community life Finns were able to
establish in Canada (Sillanpaa, 1976:47).

There has been some mention of a restrictive political
climate affecting emigration. Certainly for some, avoid—’
ance of Russian conscription, restrictive work regulations,
and religious intolerance were contributing factors, but
such reasons are best considered on the individual level
(Kero, 1974:61-63).

Reino Kero has suggested that the practical problem
of trans-atlantic transportation is worthy of consider-
ation. Although difficult to determine which is the
cause and which is the effect, trans-atlantic passenger
service experienced an increase in operating companies
and a competitive reduction in passage fares. Put simply,
it was becoming more affordable to emigrate to North
America. In addition, relatives who had emigrated
earlier began the practise of pre-paid passage tickets
for their relatives still in Finland (Kero, 1976:131-59;

Niitemaa, 1976:78-87). Table 4 reveals that pre-paid
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Table 4

The Number of Emigrants travelling with tickets
bought: in Finland and Prepaid Tickets, ‘1891 - 1914

Bought in Finland Prepaid Total
1891 7 50.0% 7 50.0% 14
1892 2,599 81.8% 578 18.2% 3,177
1893 3,536 67.6% 1,695 32.4% 5,231
1894 608 56.6% 467 43.4% 1,075
1895 2,157 72.4% 824 27.6% 2,981
1896 3,766 76.2% 1,176 23.8% 4,942
1897 1,833 71.7% 724 28.3% 2,557
1898 2,763 75.3% 904 24.7% 3,667
1899 9,026 73.0% 3,331 27.0% 12,357
1900 6,533 61.4% 4,109 38.6% 10,642
1901 8,983 71.0% 3,676 29.0% 12,659
1902 15,364 70.6% 6,389 29.4% 21,753
1903 9,728 60.5% 6,359 39.5% 16,087
1904 7,108 68.7% 3,243 31.3% 10,351
1905 12,423 70.2% 5,285 29.8% 17,708
1906 10,912 66.3% 5,554 33.7% 16,466
1907 11,074 69.0% 4,982 31.0% 16,056
1908 4,736 75.8% 1,512 24.2% 6,248
1909 15,397 75.9% 4,886 24.1% 20,283
1910 13,943 71.2% 5,628 28.8% 19,571
1911 6,568 66.0% 3,377 34.0% 9,945
1912 7,911 69.1% 3,536 30.9% 11,447
1913 15,637 73.2% 5,733 26.8% 21,370
1914 3,744 64.7% 2,042 35.3% 5,786
Total 176,356 69.9% 76,017 30.1% 252,373

Source: Kero. Migration from Finland. to. North America
in the Years between the United States
‘Civil War adand the First World War. Turku,
Institute for Migration, 1974,

Finland:
176, Table 25.
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tickets played a substantial role in getting immigrants
to North America.

Again, the practise of pre-paid tickets was another
mechanism promoting ethnic group solidarity among Finnish
immigrants. "The saving for tickets and sending for
relatives created a tight-knit network for emigration
and settlement." (Sillanpag, 1976:40) .

The recruiting activities of company agents is also
worth consideration. The agents involved help explain
why Finns settled in the areas they did and the employment
they found. It was the expanding companies requiring
large numbers of labourers that utilized the recruiting
agent process.

As early as the 1860's there is some suggestion that
Finns residing in or near northern Norway were among
emigrants recruited to work in the copper mines of
northern Michigan. Finns were also enticed to the Great
Lake port of Duluth in the hope of eventually finding
their way to railway construction sites further inland.
The Canadian Pacific Railway is known to have made
recruiting drives for Finnish immigrants to work on
railway construction in Canada (Kero, 1974:160-69).

Just as Finnish emigration to North America was
concentrated in a certain area of Finland so too did

the North American destination of Finns tend to concen-
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trate in one area. The Great Lakes region received

the greatest number of Finns. On the United States side
it was first northern Michigan, with its copper and then
iron mines, that drew Finnish immigrants. Railway
construction and later iron mines in northern Minnesota
attracted the Finns to that state. Agriculture and
forestry also attracted Finns to these two states as
well as neighbouring Wisconsin.

Not to discount the effects of certain economic
pulls of a region or a tradition of emigration to a
certain region, Jokinen points out that the order in
which emigrant groups arrived in the United States
affected where they settled. As a later group, the
Finns had to settle for the tri-state area because better
homestead land had already been taken by earlier groups
(1976:103) .

On the Canadian side the Province of Ontario has
long been the traditional receiver of Finnish emigration.
Labour-intensive economic activities such as mining and
forestry in an expanding northern Ontario and Canadian
economy attracted large numbers of Finns to places like
Sudbury, Timmins, Sault Ste. Marie and Thunder Bay. Some
of the Finns were directly from Finland while some,
especially the earliest, came up from the United States.

Table 5 shows the geographical pattern of settlement
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in Canada from 1901 to 1971. Ontario consistently ranks
the highest with British Columbia a distant second.
Figure 2 visually presents the areas of high Finnish
settlement. Finns in Canada as a whole were not found
to have a majority urban population until the 1951
Census.

A more detailed depiction of the settlement pattern
of Finns as shown in Table 6 not only shows the rapid
urbanization that took place from 1951 to 1971, but also
the dramatic shift from rural farm to rural non-farm.
The move to large urban centres is concurrent with the
limited information available on the characteristics of
Finns who made up the second big wave of immigration to
Canada in the 1950's.

Economic reasons were again a priority. Postwar
Finland was suffering under a severe reparations program
while Canada was undergoing a major economic upsurge.
Those who came to Canada at this time appear to have
come largely from urban Finland and many came considerably
skilled. Emigration was a more individual decision than
in the earlier emigration wave and settlement in Canada
was more towards the large urban centres like Vancouver
and Toronto where good wages for skilled labour could

be had (Sillanpda, 1976:41-48).
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Table 6

Finnish Settlement Pattern

in Canada, 1951 = 1971

Canada Total

Rural Total

l. Farm
2. Non-farm

Urban Total

1. 100,000

2. 30,000 - 99,999
3. 10,000 - 29,999
4. under 10,000

All percentages based

Source: Sillanpgg.

1951 1961 1971
43,745 59,436 59,215
% 2 %
45.9 31.2 24.1
22.1 8.5 3.9
23.7 22.7 20.1
54.0 68.7 75.8
15.1 30.0 47.9
20.7 27.6 12.5
6.2 3.0 5.7
11.8 8.0 9.6

on Canada Total

of Finnish Descent in the District

of Sudbury. Licentiate Thesis in

Political Science, Faculty of Social
Sciences, University of Helsinki,
1976, 119, Table A-3.
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D. Early History of North American Finns

The intention of this section is to draw out some
of the major themes in the early history of North American
Finns. By remaining at the North American level the common
response of Finnish immigrants to their new land becomes
evident. Despite distance and political boundaries a
sense of community was nurtured through nation-wide
branches of organizations, festivals and conferences,
the Finnish language press, and a common interest in Finland.
This is the collective history of an immigrant group that
is the heritage of present day Canadian and American Finns.

Immigrant groups upon arrival in North America
very often were found concentrated in a narrow range of
economic activity. The means to explain such an occurrence
are varied.

One method is to examine the skills or occupational
groups represented in the emigrating group. As discussed
earlier the first period of Finnish immigration consisted
heavily of agricultural workers and common labourers who
had had experience in domestic work, lumbering, mining,
and transportation construction. John Porter (1965)

has noted that W. B. Hurd in Racial Origins and Nativity

of The Canadian People, a 1931 Census Monograph, spoke

of the 'racial aptitudes' or ‘'occupational preferences'

of various ethnic groups. Porter himself elaborates by
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stating, "It is undoubtedly true thét.whenvethnic groups
are closely knit their cultural milieu will encourage
certain kinds of occupa<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>